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MAKE Strong 
Your FAI 2 ‘Salo 


A sure faith grows out of a thorough understatiding y 4 
the things we believe. Here are a few books which 
will help to clear up the vague spots in your 
knowledge of “our faith.” 


@ Dr. Stump’s Explanation 
of Luther’s Small Catechism 


The most satisfactory explanation of this catechism avail- 
able. Presents its matertal in topical form well sutted for 
rapid review and the easy cefreshing of one’s memory of 
Luther’s restatement of the basic beliefs of the Lutheran 


Chutch. 
Cloth. 40 cents 


@ What a Church Member Should Know 


By A. A. Zinck 
A little textbook dealing with the chief teachings of the 
Lutheran Chutch and the way in which Christian life should 
manifest itself. Pamphlet. 


20 cents 


@ Bible Teachings 


By Joseph Stump 
A sumple and comprehensive presentation of the truths 
taught in the Bible. An excellent Scriptural summary of 
Lutheran beliefs and standards of conduct. 


Cloth. $1.00 


@ A Lutheran Handbook 


By Amos John Traver 
An understandable and concise statement concerning the 
history of the Lutheran Church, her distinctive doctrines and 
methods of work. Boards. 


50 cents 


@ What Then Is Christianity 


By Charles M. Jacobs 


Here a mature Christian and scholarly thinker analyzes 
the profoundest truths of the Christian system and sets them 
forth with crystal clearness. 


Cloth. $1.00 
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meer o) CHRIST'S: WAY 
ooo KEEP LENT 


Show Christ That You Really Care 


Most of us are not so perfect that we can say that we do not need 
to keep Lent. We know that things are not going to get right with 
us, and with the world, until we get right with God. 


We might as well be honest with ourselves and confess that we 
have not cared as much as we might have cared about the church and 
about religion. Surely in such a time as this we had better take our- 
selves in hand and decide to use this Lent as a season of refreshing 
from the Lord. A better faith in God will give us a better grip on life. 


“Come untae Me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, 
and ] will give you rest.” 


“Let us seek ta strengthen 
our lives in quiet times of 
reading the Bible daily, med- 

_ ttation and prayer, at home.” 


Let us testify to the world—our 
faith, our love, our allegiance—by our 
presence regularly at all times of wor- 
ship in our church. Never has there 
been a greater need for quiet, positive 
witness bearing. This is our great 
opportunity. 


“Go to dark Gethsemane 
Ye that feel the tempter’s power 
Your Redeemet’s conflict see 
Watch with Him one bitter hour 
Turn not from His griefs away 
Learn of Jesus Christ to pray.” 


YOUTH 


ROM ancient days Lent has been a time of self- 

denial. During this season Christian people 

have been wont to make certain sacrifices and 

undergo certain self-denial. In the Lutheran 
sense self-denial is not a meritorious work but an act 
of devotion. The Lutheran Christian does not deny 
himself pleasures and foods because that in itself is 
well pleasing to God. But he denies himself these things 
in order that he may thereby have more time and money 
to give to the Lord. 


The gift that he gives to God because of his self- 
denial is not intended to purchase salvation or special 
grace but it is given as an act of worship. It lies on 
the same plane as his prayers and should be given in 
the same spirit. 


Social Pleasures 


The Lutheran refrains from social pleasures during 
Lent not because these things are a sin in themselves 
nor because they are unsuitable for Lent but that he 
might have more time to devote to private devotions 
and public services in God’s House. The Lutheran is 
never a legalist. What is wrong in Lent is wrong any 
other time of the year. But some things are not wrong 
in themselves and not appropriate in Lent because they 
consume time and energy that should be devoted to 
more spiritual things. 


Is a Good Thing 


Self-denial during Lent is a good thing. First, it is 
a splendid bodily training. In these days when we are 
inclined to pamper the flesh it is a fitting thing to ab- 
stain from luxuries during Lent in order to bring under 
the flesh. Second, self-denial is good spiritual training. 
We are inclined to give first place to those things which 
are not first in the Kingdom of God. We need to disci- 
pline ourselves on the spiritual side. We need more 
spiritual exercise. Too often we develop a spiritual 
character that is flabby and unhealthy. 


See God In Our Lives 


Lenten self-denial makes us recognize God in our 
lives. We are apt to think that we live for ourselves 
alone. We are prone to forget God. Lenten self-denial 
tells us that we owe much to God, that we owe Him 
our time and our substance. We need such self-denial 
so that we may square our lives up with the standards 
that God has laid down in His Word. Why should we 
go to a dance when we should go to church? Why 
should we go to the movies when we should read our 
Bibles? Of course, it is more pleasing to the flesh to 
gratify the natural desire and appetite. But why should 
we be so weak that we ever seek to gratify the flesh 
and never the spirit? It is a good thing that we have 
a period of spiritual discipline. If we will use this 
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and LENTEN 


SELF-DENIAL 


season in this way, then there will be a wonderful de- 
velopment in our character. 


Helps Us Adjust Our Lives 

Self-denial gives us time to adjust our lives. The 
best machine ever made must be adjusted once in a 
while. The best life that was ever lived must be cor- 
rected now and then. Lent is such a time. In the 
hurry and rush of everyday life we get out of adjust- 
ment with God. We get overbalanced. We lean too 
much over to the side of self and sin. We get farther 
and farther away from God. We lose sight of the im- 
portance of God in our lives. Self-denial helps us to 
properly adjust our lives to God. 


Enables Us to See the Signals 

Lenten self-denial enables us to see the signals 
along the way of life. We are inclined to rush along 
life’s way and take no heed to the warning signals. In 
a recent railway wreck in which thirty-seven lives were 
lost it was found upon investigation that the engineer 
had run past danger signals without heeding them. He 
paid no attention to the warning and disaster was the 
result. The man who disregards God’s danger signals 
along life’s journey is headed for disaster also. He 
will not only bring evil upon himself but will also bring 
trouble to others. Lent gives us a moment to stop and 
reflect. It enables us to see whether we have been 
running past God’s danger signals. It gives us a clear 
spiritual eye to see clearly. 


Corrects Our Bearings 
Self-denial helps us to correct our bearings. I am 
told that when sailing at sea there are certain times 
when they correct their bearings lest the ship get off 
the right course. By the use of certain instruments in 
connection with the shining sun they are able to tell 
exactly the position of the ship. Without such cor- 
rection the ship might not make port. Self-denial is 
just such correction to the spiritual life. It enables the 
Christian to make calculations as to his progress on 
the journey. It shows him how far he has come short, 
how far he has gone amiss and how far he must come 

back in order to be on the true path. — 


Helps Us Check Our Speed 

Not only do we need to correct our bearings but 
we need to correct our speed. This is the day of the 
speeding automobile, and we are in danger of speeding 
up until we bring upon us sore disaster. A novel warn- 
ing sign has been erected out west. A platform has been 
built by the railroad crossing upon which is placed a 
wrecked automobile which figured in a fatal accident 
resulting in the death of two occupants. A sign under 
the platform bears the words: “Did the driver of this 
Stop, Look and Listen?” Lent is a warning time for 
us. It bids us stop, look and listen. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Opportunity and The Plow 


By V. OSTERGAARD 


SCHOOLBOY went to sleep with the roar 

of a huge tractor in his ears. He awoke in the 

gray dawn of early morning. The great ma- 

chine still snorted a monotonous, staccato 
song: “Umpf! umpf! umpf!” To the boy the sound was 
anything but monotonous. It was thrilling. Saturday 
lay before him, and he rode all day in the tractor’s cab 
with the plowman and watched the twelve shining plows 
turn yellow wheat stubble into a black field. 

He tried, but he could not decide which fascinated 
him most: the powerful motor with its enormous wheels, 
or the earth-polished moldboards that turned the soil. 

Years passed. The boy had finished high school, 
and the time had arrived when he must decide whether 
to go on through college or to seek a position of some 
kind. 

The decision was difficult to make, for the boy had 
discovered nothing that he particularly wanted, or liked, 
to do. One job seemed as good as another, and school 
—well, school didn’t matter much either. 

“Look here, Phil,” the youth said to himself, “you’d 
better decide on something, or you'll never get any- 
where.” 

He forced himself to recall the things he liked best 
to do. He thought of sports, of vacation trips, of hob- 
bies and studies that had given him the most pleasure. 
Suddenly, from a heap of scrambled day-dreams, 
emerged the clear picture of that autumn day on the 
prairie when nothing had counted quite so much as a 
day-long ride on an old-fashioned tractor of monstrous 
size, and the whispering plows that smoothly and ef- 
ficiently carved the face of the earth. 

“The plows shone like mirrors,” Phil mused. “But 
the moldboard was curved and made my face look 
lop-sided when I looked at it. I asked Denny why the 
moldboard was curved—there wasn’t a straight line 
anywhere except the lower edge of the share—but he 
couldn’t tell me exactly why. 

“T asked Dad about it another day, and he said 
that it had taken centuries to make the plow perfect. 
Millions of people all over the world, plowing in all 
kinds of soils, had learned that a little improvement 
here, a little improvement there would make their plows 
work better. Curves were part of it all. 

“The first plows weren’t much more than crooked 
sticks which would stir up the soil. Nobody knows when 
people started making metal plows; but the Old Testa- 
ment does mention plows shod with iron or bronze. 

“And then Dad told me about the plow’s part in 
history. ‘Soldiers fought over empires, he said, ‘but 
plowmen like Denny built them.’ And he said, ‘Civiliza- 
tion has marched behind the plow.’ 

“I wasn’t very old, but I understood he meant that 
there wouldn’t have been any civilization except for the 
plow. And I remember that I told Dad that the curves 
made a plow’s moldboard and share as beautiful, as 
graceful as the Chinese vase on his mantel, and he ad- 
mitted I was right. But what was it he added? 
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“I remember. He said, ‘Anything made perfect by 
human toil is beautiful’.” Phil repeated the sentence once 
more. Then: 

“What was it I asked next?” he thought. “Oh, yes! 
It struck me as something strange that Denny’s plows 
might be perfect, that consequently there was no chance 
of improving them. I asked Dad about that. 

“He answered, ‘Put it this way Phillip: Denny’s 
plows probably are as perfect as they can be made for 
his particular use, which is to turn wheat stubble under; 
but some day someone will discover a new use.’ 

“T asked him if he meant that a plow might, for 
example, need changing to fit a new kind of tractor. 

“And Dad said, ‘Yes; the plow might have to take 
a new shape, but it could still be perfect.’ 

“That was the last time we talked about plows. Be- 
fore plowing time came around again, we had moved 
to town, and I never rode again with Denny. Just the 
same, I’ll never forget.” 

Phil’s thoughts turned from the past to the present 
—with a difference. His viewpoint had changed. The 
plow, a humble tool, once had seemed tremendously 
interesting. It still seemed so. Moreover, the interest 
had taken a new significance. The plow was now a 
symbol of progress, of the great inspiring record of 
human achievement to which everyone—even the low- 
liest plowman—could contribute. 

Phil squared his shoulders. He might not, he said 
to himself, discover immediately what occupation to 
choose for a lifework; but he could improve himself in 
many ways. Granting that perfection was far away, if 
he made himself a willing subject for improvement, 
some day there might be a field for him to plow. 


THE ROAD NOT TAKEN 


Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 

And looked down one as far I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 


Then took the other, as just as fair, 
And having pechaps the better claim, 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear, 
Tho’ as for that the passing there 

Had worn them really about the same, 


And both that morning equally lay 

In leaves no step had trodden black. 
Oh, I macked the first for another day! 
Yet knowing how way leads on to way 
I doubted if I should ever come back. 


I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood and I, 
Took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 
—Robert Frost 
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Education 


Place: The room of the leader at his or her home. 

Time: Five o’clock on Sunday afternoon. The Luther 
League meeting is at seven o'clock that same even- 
ing. 

The scene opens with the leader just coming in 
from an afternoon hike with a group of friends. 
Leader (talking to his or herself): “Now where is that 

Luther League Review and Quarterly? I’m sure it 
is some place in this mess on my desk.” (Frantically 
hunts through a stack of magazines, books and 

papers.) 

Leader: “Oh, here it is at last. Now what is the topic 
for tonight?” (Searches for the topic and then 
reads quietly for a while.) 

Leader: “I guess I should have looked at this before; 
there seems to be a lot of preparation. Some of 
these parts should have been assigned before. Well, 
Tl start calling the gang; they’ll help me out.” 

The leader goes to the phone and calls the 
members of the gang, asking them to take different 
parts. Some accept, but say they will have to read 
the part since it is so late. Some refuse, as they 
don’t have the time to prepare the part, and others 
are not at home. 

The time now: Six o’clock. Mother calls for supper and 
by the time that is finished, our leader must rush 
to the church—and arrives just at seven to find most 
of the Leaguers already in their places. Another 
frantic minute or two hunting Bibles and hymn 
books—and the meeting starts. 


Has this ever happened in your League? Or are 
your leaders always prepared well in advance and on 
time for the meeting? A leader’s preparation goes back 
a great deal farther than preparation Sunday afternoon 
before the meeting. The first step toward preparation 
must be taken by the program committee—that is the 
committee which chooses the leaders, by whatever narhe 
it may be called. The first responsibility for a good 
meeting is on those who make it their duty to choose 
the right person for a certain topic, or adapt the topic 
to the person selected. Not every person is fitted to 
handle every topic, and a great: deal of needless worry 
and effort may ‘be saved if some effort at harmony of 
material and personality is made.: 


When the leader and the topic have been harmoni- 
ously arranged, that is a good start, but the bulk of 
the work is still to be done. The literature furnished 
him is the center around which the capable and con- 
scientious leader builds his meeting.’ He must know 
and have in his possession the required material. To 
most Leaguers that means the Luther League Review 
and The Topics .Quarterly, to which must..always be 
added the Bible, and.-whatever reference material is 
available on his topic. 


Now for the actual ‘preparation. The first essential 
is that it shall be early. Sunday afterrioon at five o’clock 
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BEING PREPARED 


MRS. CHARLES A. DAVIS 
Educational Secretary 


is at least two weeks too late. Many a leader has 
unhappy memories of the Sunday afternoon preceding 
the meeting for which he was responsible. There are 
two reasons for early preparation. One is that it gives 
time for the fullest possible study, and the other that it 
gives opportunity for one’s own daily experience to sug- 
gest, as it inevitably will, a large number of illustrative 
and suggestive ideas whch bear on the theme. When 
once our attention is centered on any subject, it seems 
that all life, both our own and the world’s, begins to 
make contributions to that subject. ; 

Then, if the leader is going to ask any people to 
help, as he will if he is wise, he must give them as much 
time for preparation as he gives himself. 

The leader’s preparation should be not only early, 
but independent. There is an abundance of helpful ma- 
terial for your devotional meeting, but in many cases 
these helps are grossly misused. They are not meant to 
be substitutes for the leader's own thinking, nor are 
they offered as crutches to help his limping feet through 
the difficult ways of the League hour. They are not 
meant to be taken as though they were food for the 
sick and weak, who must have predigested nourish- 
ment. Least of all are they to be used as though the 
leader were merely a phonograph, able to say over and 
over again, “I have been very busy this week and I have 
not had much time to prepare, but I have found some- 
thing in the Review which is so much better than any- 
thing I could say that I will read that.’’ The leader’s 
own remarks, however imperfect they may seem, are 
always more desirable that a forceful and brilliant ex- 
tract from the paper. 

Another must in the leader’s preparation is that 
it must be intelligent. That may seem like a needless 
caution, but long experience has shown that many a 
meeting fails because the leader has not distinctly 
grasped the topic. And so the meeting flounders in a 
fog-bank of vagueness and guesswork. Every leader 
should ask himself these questions: “Do I really know 
what this topic means? Do I see its bearing on today’s 
life and today’s thinking? Can I talk about it without 
running for refuge to pious platitudes or empty phrases? 
Can I put the meaning of the theme into clear, simple, 
definite language of my own?” 

And now for the plan of the meeting. A leader 
who expects to accomplish something with his single 
hour of opportunity must marshal his material and 
construct an outline program covering the sixty minutes 
which have been given him. A program implies a-point_ 
of departure, a direction of movement and a point of 
arrival. It should be a sort of railway schedule, but with. 
this difference, that plenty opportunities should be al- 
lowed for variations and stop-overs, but no side-track- 
ing. With a program a leader can always swing the 
discussion back to its original center. Another advan- 
tage of a program is that the meeting will have propor- 


(Continued on Page 28) 
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EMYLEEN TESS, Peoria, Lllinois 


“To seek thy house of triumph, the city of our 
God.” Doesn't that statement thrill you? Don’t you 
like the challenge of the word “seek”? We don’t expect 
this march to victory to be easy. The things that we 
value most, our dearest treasures, are the ones that we 
had to struggle for the hardest. For every step of retro- 
gression that we are forced to make because of an ob- 
stacle in our path, we shall progress two-fold if we 
overcome that obstacle. Jesus said, “In the world ye 
shall have tribulation; be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world.” 


As you sing the words, “to seek thy house of tri- 
umph, the city of our God,” you notice the rising scale 
of the musical notes, suggesting a climax or peak. The 
promise of ultimate victory is always heartening. The 
assurance of life eternal with Christ spurs us on our 
march. We have the promise of such a reward in Reve- 
lations 21:7, ‘‘He that overcometh shall inherit all things: 
and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.” 

But this victory is unique. It is not a victory that 
we gain or earn, but rather, it is a victory that we 
share. Christ attained final victory on the cross and 
through that triumph He continues to reign. That is 
the victory that we are allowed to share and to do so 
we have crosses to bear and to share also. 

One of my favorite magazines is the ‘‘Reader’s Di- 
gest.” Whenever I receive a new issue of this maga- 
zine I always start at the back, reading first the short 
articles and quotations at the end of the main articles 
before reading the body of the magazine. When I picked 
up my Luther League Convention Program, I found 
myself doing the same thing. One of the quotations in- 
terested me particularly, ‘““We are conscripted for our 
burdens, we must volunteer for our crosses.” 


In leafing through a volume on personal religion the 
other day, the title of one chapter in particular caught 
my eye—“God and You Are Unconquerable.” If you 
pluck a flower from its stem, it will soon fade and die 
because it has been cut off from its source of life. Jesus 
said, “I and the Father are one’—I am the vine, ye are 
the branches.’ We must preserve this unconquerable 
union with Christ; we must march both at His side and 
in His footsteps. 

The Bishop of the National Cathedral of the Episco- 
pal Church in our nation’s capital, in addressing the 
Red Cross and G. A. R. national conventions this year, 
presented this significant idea. He said that if he were 
asked what should be the first line of defense in our new 
defense program, he would reply that it would be im- 
pressing the minds of the president, the congressmen, 
the draftees, and all concerned, with this statement, 
“The Lord God Omnipotent Reigneth.” Do you realize 
that this statement is actually a declaration of the per- 
petual victory of God? If this were our basic principle, 
I feel quite sure that we would be reading different news 
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in our daily headlines. No doubt we would achieve an 
entirely new type of victory, foreign to any that the 
world has known before. 

Inspiration and aspiration are of little value until 
translated into active effort. In athletic endeavor this 
is known as the ‘follow through.” The importance of 
following through is well known by the golfer. 

On the tennis courts where I play frequently there 
is an older man who is quite skilled at the game of ten- 
nis. Many times as he has walked past the court where 
I was playing, I have heard him say, “Follow through. 
That stroke went into the net because you didn’t follow 
through.” 

Likewise, in the world of nature we have the same 
principle. Naturalists say that the ostrich once had 
wonderful wings, but preferring to walk on the earth 
rather than mount into the air, it practically lost its 
wings, developing all its strength in its legs. 

Just so we have been given the opportunity to tread 
the path to victory, but unless we transform the ideal 
into the real, the gift will be of no value. Most of us 
are like the ostrich, living most of the time in the base- 
ment of our lives while the upper stories are all unused. 

One large national concern has a campaign on 
among its dealers called “Plus 2 Service,’ which means 
that the dealer gives his customers all the services that 
the customer normally receives from competitors plus 
two more. This is an attempt by business to bring the 
real closer to the ideal. 

In a factory where mariners’ comnpasses are made, 
before the needles are magnetized, they will lie in any 
position; but when once touched by the mighty magnet, 
once electrified by that mysterious power, they ever 
afterwards point in only one direction. 

Each young life when touched by the Divine Mag- 
net, will march in only one direction, “to seek thy house 
of triumph, the city of our God.” 


tk ob fk 
GOD, CET, ME GIVE 


God, let me be a giver, and not one 

Who only takes and takes unceasingly. 

God, let me give, so that not just my own, 
But other lives as well, may richer be. 


Let me give out whatever I may hold 

Of what material things life may be heaping, 
Let me give raiment, shelter, food, or gold, 

If these are, through Thy bounty, in my keeping. 


But greater than such fleeting treasure, may 
I give my faith and hope and cheerfulness, 
Belief and dreams and joy and laughter gay 


Some lonely soul to bless. 
—Mary Carolyn Davies 
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Invitations 
Cut shamrocks from green construction paper for 
your invitations or use white correspondence cards 


decorated with a shamrock— 


O Leaguer dear, and did you hear 

The news that’s goin’ round? 

We want you at our Shamrock party, 
The best in all the town. 


Biddy and Pat 

This game is an adaptation of the old one called 
“Jacob and Rachel” and is named “Biddy and Pat.” A 
circle is formed and inside it a girl and a boy are ap- 
pointed to take the places of Biddy and Pat. The boy 
is blindfolded and tries to catch Biddy by following the 
sound of her voice as she answers his constant query, 
“Where are ye, Biddy?” with “Here oi am, Pat.” When 
Biddy is caught she is blindfolded and a new Pat is 
chosen to elude her. 

“Pat” Questionnaire 

Answer with words which begin with syllable “Pat.” 

1. Pat fighting for his country. (Patriotic) 

2. Pat grown haughty and of noble birth. 

(Patrician) 

3. Pat playing with the baby. (Pat-a-cake) 

4. Pat mending his clothes. (Patching) 

5. Pat protecting his own ingenuity. (Patent) 

6. Pat in relation to his children. (Paternal) 

7. Pat grown old and with hoary locks. 

(Patriarch) 

8. Pat in uniform and on the force. (Patrolman) 

9. Pat at the dressmaker. (Pattern) 

10. Pat imitating raindrops. (Patter) 

11. Pat an object of sympathy. (Pathetic) 

12. Pat that is hard to keep. (Patience) 


Family Crest Race 
In this race the players are divided into four Irish 
families, to form teams. The families and their crests 
are as follows: 
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The crests are cut out of cellophane and one player 
at a time carries his insignia on outstretched hand across 
the room and back. If a player drops the insignia, he 
must stop and replace it before he can go on. Cello- 
phane curls up and flies off your hand when you're not 
careful, so the family with the fleetest runners will not 
necessarily be the winners in this game. 

Snakes 

For this game keep the same “family” teams as in 
the previous race. The committee prepares for it by 
cutting four long snakes, one for each family, out of 
drawing board, or heavy paper, The snakes are differ- 
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ent colors for each family. Each snake is cut into pieces 
and these are hidden in the room or rooms. There is a 
captain for each family who is not allowed to search 
and to whom is given the color of their snake. At a 
given signal the rest of the family hunts for their snake 
and as each piece is found it is brought back to the 
captain whose duty is to piece them together. The 
game may be played till a snake is completed. 


Irish Conundrums 

1. Why would an Irish lassie never refuse an -imi- 
tation diamond? (Because it is a sham-rock.) 

2. What was the trick in driving the snakes out of 
Ireland? (St. Patrick) 

3. What Irishman is essential at the radio station? 
(Mike.) 

4, When is a moving picture a dance? (When it is 
an Irish reel.) 

5. What college dance is a reminder of St. Patrick? 
(The snake dance.) 

6. What kind of knee does an Irishman like best? 
(Blarney.) > 

An Optical Illusion 

Draw and cut out of bright red paper a pig about 
four inches long. Mount him on a sheet of white paper. 
Mount a sheet on the wall. Stand with back to the 
light, and look the pig steadily in the eye while you say, 
“Door piggy” twenty times. Then raise your eyes quick- 
ly and look steadily at the sheet. You're due for a 
shock! For there on the sheet is a green pig! Be sure 
to draw the eyes of the pig in heavy black lines. 

The Lakes of Killarney 

For this game a rough outline map of lakes should 
have been drawn previously upon the floor with chalk. 
A march is played upon the piano while the crowd 
marches in and out, and around the room. The music 
stops quickly. Anyone standing in a “lake” must drop 
out of the game. The “lakes” should be drawn close 
together. This game may be played until all but a few 
persons have had to drop out. 

Chain Writing 

Take a word pertaining to St. Patrick’s Day. For 
instance, shamrock, potato, Ireland, etc. Each player 
writes this word on his paper and then under it writes 
whatever other word is suggested by the first. The 
second word will suggest a third, which is written 
down, and so on until ten or fifteen words have been 
thought of. This is not a game for a prize but it is 
interesting to have each player read back his words just 
to see how far from the original each has been carried 
by the suggestive powers of his own mind. 

Refreshments 
Cake and green jello and coffee may be served. 
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LIFE SERVICE 


Can You Find The Life Service Message In This Puzzle ? 
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(Note: When you have finished the puzzle, find a group of words which will bring you the 


message of Life Service. 


PEOPLE WHO CLEANSE LIFE 


There is a beautiful story told of 
Percy Ainsworth—a saintly Method- 
ist minister who died very young, 
but left memories that are fragrant 
to this day. 

His .young brother was going 
home, in Manchester, England, very 
late one night when, to his astonish- 
ment, he saw Percy Ainsworth, who 
always went to bed early, standing 
before a building in a dark and 
squalid street, sponging the wall. He 
stopped amazed, and cried: “Percy, 
what on earth are you doing?” 

And Ainsworth explained that ear- 
lier in the evening, going home from 
a service, he had seen written on 
this wall some foul and filthy words. 
He went home and tried to forget 
them.» He attempted to read a book, 
he went to bed and sought sleep, 
but all in vain. These vile words 
were there—people were reading 
them as they passed by, even the 
minds of women and boys would be 
poisoned by them. So at last he got 
up, found a sponge and walked 
through the city to the old building 
in the grimy street and washed out 
the unclean words. 

There are people in the world like 
that. They go about cleansing life of 
its foulnesses—sometimes with their 
tears. It was from Jesus that they 
learned this delicate ministry. 
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All of the words in the puzzle will not be used in the message.) 


A COMPENSATION FOR 
CALAMITY 
I shall never forget a certain wo- 
man of the tenements whom I was 
privileged to see one day. She was 
old—and her active life was done. 
All her days she had wrestled with 
poverty in the slums of this great 
city. She had borne children, buried 
some of them, seen one or two go 
astray, and others rise to positions 
of dignity and influence. She had 
nursed a husband through long years 
of pain, and at last watched him fade 
away into the shadow. What a life 
that woman had lived, and how deep 
its scars were marked upon her face! 
But that face bore no sorrow, only 
wisdom and the great serenity of 
peace. She was like a great ship, 
lying quietly at anchor in the even- 
ing glow. Battered and worn, no 
doubt! But she had breasted the 
waves of every sea, and visited the 
ports of every clime. And I thought 
of Wordsworth, as he wrote of his 
own life in “The Prelude”’— 
“How strange that all 
The terrors, pains, and early 
miseries, 
Regrets, vexations, lassitudes 
interfused 
Within my mind, should e’er have 
borne a part, 
And that a needful part, in making 
up 
The calm existence which is mine.” 


SARAH LEITER 
Chairman, Life Service Committee 


ACROSS 
Indefinite article 
A believer in religion of Christ 
Possessive case of pronoun it 
Abbr. Southeast 
Exists 
Definite article 
High standards of excellence 
Proper name 
Preposition 
Act of helping others 
Part of verb “be” 
One 
Decorated wall behind an altar 
Preposition 
Ancient city of Mesopotamia 
Preposition 
Whole quantity 
Abbr. Electrical Engineer 
Possessive adjective 
Pronoun 
Suffix, “pertaining to” 
Graduate degree 
Pronoun 
Experiences of living 


DOWN 
Whole quantity 
Table relish 
To ascend 
Neuter pronoun 
Abbr. Sunday School 
Waste from burned substance 
Born 
Man’s name 
Increase 
In like manner 
Old Testament prophet 
Lair 
Fertile place in a desert 
Abbr. Foreign Missions 
Kind of vase 
Abbr athateis - 
Contraction of “ever” 
Suffix denoting an oil 
Meadow 
High Priest of Old Testament 
Covering for the head 
Preposition 
Syllable of scale in music 
Form of verb “be” 
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HE situation in which the 
| young people of our day find 
themselves is not a particular- 
ly enviable one. The very 
wording of the title to this article 
indicates that. The existence of an 
“emergency” implies that the even 
tenor of our collective and individual 
ways has been disrupted, that we 
have been jolted out of our normal 
complacency, and that things are not 
as we should like them to be. Our 
young people today have something 
more to think about than receiving 
their monthly allowance from home 
and gliding through the carefree 
years until, in the natural course of 
events, they find themselves safely 
lodged in some pre-determined and 
eminently satisfactory niche in life. 
Gone is the easy abandon and rose- 
ate view of life that characterized the 
youth of another day. The youth of 
1942 are coming to grips with a 
world that is hard and ruthless and 
grim. They are learning to know 
that the road of life is not an easy, 
flower-strewn highway, but a wind- 
ing, tortuous, rocky path. They are 
facing a future fraught with anxiety 
and dark uncertainty. These are the 
stark, unpleasant realities that con- 
front our youth in the present emer- 
gency. 

But what about Christian youth in 
the present emergency? Are they to 
succumb to the apathy and pessi- 
mism that warp the attitudes and be- 
cloud the vision of so many young 
people today? Are they to be sucked 
down by the under-currents of mate- 
rialism, confusion and despair? Are 
they to cry out that the game is not 
worth the candle, and stumble on 
into the unknown future with the 
brand of fatalism seared upon their 
souls? Or are they rather to face the 
challenge of this grim and crucial 
hour with a courage and determina- 
tion born of Christian conviction? 
Are they, in this day of confusion 
and collapse, to stand with their feet 
planted firmly upon the Rock against 
which even the gates of hell cannot 
prevail? Can they peer through the 
dust and smoke of a shattered world 
and catch the vision of the shining 
glories of the eternal city? 


That is the momentous challenge 
that confronts our Christian youth 
today. And those who know our 
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Christian Youth in The 


Present Emergency 


THOMAS COATES 


youth best and have worked with 
them the closest, know that the 
Church’s youth of today will rise to 
meet that challenge, and, under the 
guiding hand of God, will go on to 
fulfill their destiny. 


The young people of our Church 
are in a key position to be of service 
to the Church and to the world be- 
cause they are Christian young peo- 
ple. We are apt to be so engrossed 
in the current political and economic 
crises of our day that we fail to real- 
ize that there are certain very defi- 
nite and important trends in progress 
also in the religious world. We are 
witnessing in our day the decline of 
a large segment of modern Protest- 
antism, which has sold its precious 
spiritual birthright of the pure Gos- 
pel for a mess of pottage. Some 
months ago a leading American maga- 
zine carried a highly significant arti- 
cle entitled “The Failure of The 
Church.” The writers of this article, 
speaking as the voice of the Ameri- 
can laity, decried the fact that the 
American people have come to the 
pulpits of Protestantism, hoping to 
hear some constructive spiritual mes- 
sage and to receive a truly worth- 
while life program—something that 
would elevate them above the level 
of materialism and despair to which 
they have sunk—but that from these 
so-called Christian pulpits they have 
heard no spiritually constructive mes- 
sage, they have received no satisfac- 
tory guidance and direction for their 
life. All that they have heard has 
been the hollow, meaningless echo 
of their own empty, out-worn plati- 
tudes and slogans. 


Men are revolting against such an 
anemic, flabby type of religion, be- 
cause they see its futility and its 
hopelessness in the face of the grim 
and unyielding realities of life as 
we must meet them in the year 1942. 
Men are coming to see ever more 
clearly their need of a truly spiritual 
message, a spiritual life program that 
will not change with the changing 
currents of time and of fortune, that 
will not fail them in those times of 
stress and of strife when they need 
it most—a spiritual code that will 
give true meaning and direction to 
their life, assurance and comfort in 
the hour of death, and the certainty 
of a serene and secure hereafter. 


That is a need which only the 
Church of Jesus Christ can supply. 
That is a life program that can ema- 
nate only from the Gospel of the 
Saviour’s love. The Church that pos- 
sesses and proclaims that Gospel has 
the future, and groping, sin-laden, 
starving souls will be drawn to it 
as to a magnet. And that is why our 
young people who have learned to 
know and appreciate the blessings 
of their holy faith and have become 
conscious of their obligation to share 
those blessings with others are in a 
key position to be of service to the 
Church and to the world—because 
they are Christian young people. 


Our young people have this rare 
opportunity for service, furthermore, 
because they are Christian young 
people. We often hear it said that 
we are living in a “young people’s 
age.” Every movement of the present 
day clamors for the vigor and the 
enterprise of youth. The emergence 
of such young men as Thomas E. 
Dewey, Robert M. Hutchins, William 
O. Douglas and Harold Stassen to 
Positions of leadership and influence 
symbolizes the increasingly import- 
ant role that youth is playing in the 
modern world. Look at any field 
of activity—business, politics, educa- 
tion, industry, government—and you 
will see this trend in evidence. The 
world has learned to capitalize upon 
the resources of youth. 


And that is a lesson which must 
be learned also by the Church of 
Jesus Christ. The Church, too, must 
capitalize upon the energy, the vision 
and the devotion of its youth. What 
a tremendous power for good, in 
these dark, confused days, our Chris- 
tian young people can exert as they 
go out into the world! They can 
bring to their associates, at work, at 
school, or at play, the influence of 
their Christian philosophy and of 
their Christian idealism; they can 
help to induce those who take only 
the short view of the here to ex- 
change it for the long view of the 
hereafter; they can demonstrate by 
their life and by their testimony the 
truth and efficacy of the Christian 
religion. This is the opportunity, this 
is the task of our Christian youth; 
and that is why they are in such a 
strategic position for real, construc- 
tive service to the Church and to the 
world—because they are Christian 
young people. 


But more: They are in a key posi- 
tion to be of service because they are 
Christian young people at such a 
time as this. In this sword-rattling, 
fire-breathing, militaristic generation 
of ours, they can show that there is 
still a great host of Christian young 
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people who know that there are 
things infinitely more important in 
life than bombs and battleships and 
bullets, and that the only really 
worthwhile and enduring values are 
those of the spirit. Our young peo- 
ple are living in a world that has for- 
gotten God and that has long given 
blind, unthinking homage to the god 
of science, the god of power, the 
god of wealth, the god of. human 
progress, and that long has chal- 
lenged the followers of Christ with 
the derisive taunt, “Where is your 
God?” 

But just at such a time as this, we 
can fling this taunt back into the 
teeth of the enemies of our faith and 
challenge them, “Where now are 
your gods—those gods of your own 
making, of whom you have so long 
made your boast? Tell us, what have 
they brought you? Have they 
brought peace and good will to a dis- 
traught and warring world? Have 
they brought the end of poverty, vice 
and oppression? Have they brought 
a flowering of nobility and virtue in 
the lives of men? Have they brought 
you peace of soul and of conscience? 
Have they brought you the answer 
to the riddle of the hereafter? Have 
they done anything at all for you, 


but to sink you ever deeper into the 
morass of doubt and confusion and 
death?” 

“But,” we can tell them, “see what 
our God has brought us! He has 
given us those two transcendent 
blessings, which alone make life 
worthwhile: a sense of direction and 
a sense of peace. He has shown us 
why we_are here, where we are go- 
ing, and what lies in store for us at 
the end of the road. And then He 
has also given us a calmness and 
peace that pervades our mind and 
spirit even though the world may 
totter and crash round about our 
ears, and that comes from the assur- 
ance that we are the children of God, 
that He is reconciled to us through 
the death of His Son, and that He 
will guide us all through life with His 
unfailing counsel and afterward re- 
ceive us into glory.” 

Just in this time of national emer- 
gency, moreover, our young people 
can reflect the influence and spirit 
of their Christian faith in the dis- 
charge of their duties as citizens. 
In a time that demands unity of pur- 
pose and of action, our Christian 
youth can show that spirit of loyalty 
and devotion to the best interests of 
their country which is the mark of 


the Christian citizen. The thousands 
of Lutheran young men who have 
been drafted for military service can 
undertake this task in the knowledge 
that they are thereby demonstrating 
that spirit of Christian patriotism 
which the Apostle enjoins: ‘Let 
every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers; for there is no power but 
of God. The powers that be are or- 
dained of God.” And those of our 
young people who remain in civilian 
life can show an equal measure of 
devotion to their country by working 
for the national good in every effect- 
ive way, heartened by the realiza- 
tion that, as the Fourth Command- 
ment indicates, they are in reality 
rendering this service unto God. And 
above all, in this period of national 
emergency our Christian youth can 
make use of the sacred privilege of 
prayer, beseeching a merciful God to 
preserve unto our land the blessings 
of peace and security and to grant an 
early triumph of the forces of right- 
eousness throughout the world, es- 
pecially to the end that the work of 
God’s Kingdom may progress with- 
out hindrance. 

Truly, it is a rare privilege to be 
a young Christian at such a time as 
this—From “American Lutheran.” 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES CHANGED 
Beginning Aprul First 


@ We do not want to do it, but we must raise the price of the Intermediate 
Quarterly Helps and the Luther League Topics. The Intermediate Helps has been 
enlarged from 12 to 60 pages and the Luther League Topics from 12 to 36 pages. The 
increased cost of paper compels the rise in subscription rates. 
have increased the cost of all kinds of paper. Many book publishers have been forced 
by the rise in price of paper to increase the price of their books and periodicals. 


Paper manufacturers 


@ It is not advisable to reduce the size of these periodicals as the present size 
barely meets the demands upon them by the various groups using these helps. 


@ We have already subsidized these periodicals as the subscriptions do not 
carry the cost of publication and when we compare the price formerly charged it was 


really very reasonable. 


@ All we can do now to meet the situation is to advance the subscription 
price enough to pay the paper bill. No periodicals have a more loyal set of subscribers 
and we are satisfied they will cooperate with us not only in continuing subscriptions 
but in obtaining more subscriptions to these periodicals. For rates see page Is: 
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By ELLA A. KAACK 
Chairman, Missionary Committee, The Luther League of America 


As reported to the Executive Committee in January 
the work of the Missionary Committee to date has been 
largely that of a research laboratory. Material has been 
prepared for your ‘use. Speakers and films have been 
made available. 

What part have you taken in furthering the mission 
program? 

Permit me to quote in part from a letter written by 
Norm Hogan, Missionary Secretary of Nebraska: 

“America is at war! 


“But, so is The Luther League of America! Ours 
is a far different war. True, that we are fighting for 
some of the fundamental principles as is America, but 
we have a Christian goal to look forward to. A goal 
that is shrouded with Christian brotherhood, fellowship, 
education, and the acknowledgment of a common faith. 
Oh, how I wished the world today were fighting for 
these principles. I’m only one little person in an over- 


whelming majority that is wishing and praying the 


same thing. 


“Now this letter is not meant to be a patriotic out- 
burst on my part. Rather it is meant to be a pledge on 
the part of the Luther League of Nebraska to support 
our objective whole-heartedly in the troubled future— 
war or no war. We should strive to see that Luther- 
giri is not minimized. Here’s what I think of Luthergiri: 


My Dream Castle 
I've often dreamed of castles in the sky, 
Something of beauteous wondet on high; 
But tn too short a time they vanish, 
For their return I continually wish. 


Of late, my castles are of a different hue, 
In fact, they are something altogether new; 
I vision a little city perched on a hill 

For its purpose, my heart doth fill. 


My Christian brothers may be found there, 
Learning of the Word and Jesus fair; 

I see and feel their every need, 

I know then, what is my deed. 


I'll see that Luther’s Hill never melts away, 
For its continued existence I’ll hope and pray; 
“May Luthergici always reign on high,’ 

For I’ve often dreamed of castles in the sky. 


Should your League not have observed Missionary 
Sunday and given its gilt for Luthergiri, won’t you plan 
immediately to do so and join Nebraska and the other 
State and Synodical groups who have pledged their 
loyal support to this most worthy cause? 
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Have you read 
“THEN THE LIGHT CAME” 
By REV. FRED J. FIEDLER 

Read what one Leaguer thinks of the book: 

Since the mission project of The Luther League of 
America for the years 1941-43 is the expansion of a 
seminary in India, most of us feel that we should know 
more about this country with its customs so strange to us. 

To get a really reliable insight into the lives and sur- 
roundings of these people we must seek out the mis- 
sionary, for it is he who gets to even the meanest and 
poorest villages, and thus it is a missionary who guides 
us on this tour of India. 

It is a strange fact that missionaries had very little 
success when they attempted to Christianize the higher 
class or “caste” of Indians, so they turned to the lowest, 
or the outcastes, with remarkable success, so naturally 
this led - them to poorer sections, and that is where we 
find Christianity thriving. 

Of particular interest are the superstitions and 
strange beliefs of these people. Some of them seem 
ridiculous, but they are nevertheless serious factors with 
which the missionaries must contend, as well as that 
seemingly insurmountable problem, the caste system, 
which is so much a part of the Indian way of life. 


Once won over to the Cause of Christ, however, we 
find that the natives are invaluable to the missionary, 
acting as Evangelists and Catechists, and, being natives, 
naturally garner the confidence of the people more 
readily than would a foreigner. Many instances of the 
fine work done by these workers are cited in this book. 


We are also shown the other phases of the work 
of the missionaries, namely, secular education and medi- 
cal aid. We find ourselves overwhelmed by the enormity 
of these tasks, which seem so matter-of-fact to the 
writer. It is amazing how liberal an education many of 
the natives receive, for if they show the proper spirit 
and intelligence, they are sent to the institutions of higher 
learning set up by the Mission Board. The author gives 
us a detailed description of these institutions, with 
Andhra Christian College, as the outstanding example 
of what can be done along educational lines. 

The description of the Luther League activities 
(yes, they have them) are most enlightening, and it is 
interesting to contrast them with our own. 

All in all, “Then The Light Came” can be highly 
recommended, whether it be used for informational 
reading, or as resource material for a Mission Study 
group, which is what many Leagues are doing, in order 
to become better acquainted with the field in which our 
new missionary project is located. 


—DOROTHY GRUENLER 
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@® The Executive Committee of The 


Luther League of America held 
its annual meeting in Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania, January 19, 
20, 1942. The meeting was well 
attended by your officers and 
representatives and a number of 
forward looking plans were acted 
upon. A report of this meeting 
will appear in the April issue of 
this publication. 


Packets containing ten pamphlets 
on “Guides for Program and 
Work” have been mailed to each 
State and  Synodical Luther 
League president to be mailed ‘to 
each District or Conference off- 
cer and Secretary, to each local 
Luther League and to Advisers 
and Counsellors. Should you not 
receive this packet within two or 
three weeks, write your State or 
Synodical or Conference or Dis- 
trict President and request your 
packet. 


There are a number of Luther 
Leagues that have not affiliated 
with State or Synodical Luther 
League organizations and the rea- 
son given is that they have to pay 
dues, but at the same time they 
are profiting by the literature, 
and all the other services rendered 
by the Luther League. How 
come! Is that good stewardship? 


When sending money by check or 
money order for dues, literature, 
subscriptions to publications, Sus- 
taining Membership or Mission- 
ary Funds make all money orders 
and checks payable to The Luther 
League of America. That will 
help us. Thank you. 


We regret that we have to ad- 
vance the prices of subscriptions 
to the Intermediate Quarterly 
Helps and the Luther League 
Topics but the increased cost of 
paper compels the advance in 
rates. We know you will under- 
stand our action and surely will 
cooperate with us in the emer- 
gency. See page 9 for further 
notice and page 13 for scale of 
prices on bulk subscriptions. 
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omy ly)... 


@ There are a few State and Synod- 


ical Luther Leagues who have not 
sent in their statistics for the year 
1941. Please attend to this at 
once, Mr. President, so we can 
complete our reports. 


Last week we received a check 
from the Central Conference of 
the Pittsburgh Synod Luther 
League, covering a number of sub- 
scriptions to the Luther League 
Review to be sent to the various 
service centers provided for our 
boys in the Service of their coun- 
try. The Luther League Review 
no doubt will be a welcome visitor 
each month at the service centers 
to which they have been sent. 
There are other service centers 
where the Luther League Review 
should be numbered among the 
various periodicals received. We 
shall be glad to receive funds for 


this purpose. Send your money to 
us and we will send copies of the 
Review to the service centers and 
to Service Pastors in Parish cen- 
ters. 


The Board of Foreign Missions 
of the United Lutheran Church 
has announced that missionaries 
of the Church still in Japan are 
safe. A cablegram announcing 
this fact was received recently 
from Secretary Joe J. Nickle of 
the East Asia Committee of the 
Foreign Missions Conference. 
Missionaries of the United Luth- 
eran Church still in Japan are: 
Rev. Dr. A. J. Stirewalt and Rev. 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles W. Hepner. 


A repeat from last month’s issue. 
This month revealed to us that 


,some of you did not read the no- . 


tice. “Send stamps (or money) 
with all orders for literature. Bill- 
ing costs extra money that does 
no one any good. It’s wasteful. 
Send payment for all subscrip- 
tions to all publications with or- 
der. Postal regulations require it; 
extra, unnecessary billing, book- 
keeping, and postal costs make it 
thoroughly desirable. Our publi- 
cations pay no profit. They must 
be subsidized from general funds.” 


Marching Along Together 
That’s Luther League Way 


REETINGS to all Luther Leaguers here and abroad; in the 


armed forces of our country, or in civilian service of our coun- 
try; as together we make use of this Lenten Season of 1942. 


A Lenten season offers each one of us another opportunity 
for strengthening our faith as we re-study the sufferings and 
death of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. A new feeling of repentance 
and remorse for our own sins of omission and commission should 


take hold of us and in that spirit we shall be the better prepared 


for the experience of Eastertime. 


Let us read again “The History of the Passion,” as assem- 
bled from the four Gospels and, printed in the Common Service 
Book. This harmony of the Gospels should make every Christian 
thank God for sending His Son to this world to save us. Only 
through Him may we be saved in these our times, and in eternity. 


Let us read in our daily devotions during the Lenten season 
the four Gospels in succession and thrill to the important empha- 
sis made by each writer. This should make every Christian thank 
God for the inspiration given to the writers of the Gospels to di- 
rect them in recording the important events of Christ’s life and 
all its meanings for us as guides for living in this world of today. 


As Luther Leaguers we belong in Church during this 1942 
Lenten Season to prove again to a doubting world that youth 
has not lost its hold on religion, the Church, God or His Son, 
Jesus Christ. ] 


In His Name, 


ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER 


Extra! Gl About The Big Robbery! 


CHURCH WS SCENETOR SE iiaasar 
WELL-KNOWN CITIZENS INVOLVED 


By Ross J. Griffeth 


city streets rang with the cry of the newsboys. 

For the short space of time that an extra at- 
tracted attention, even the war news from Europe was 
forgotten. The robbery had been a daring one and 
close at home. 

How much was taken? Perhaps not more than 
thirty thousand dollars. The amount had not yet been 
calculated. A spectacular robbery to be sure. 

But actually that was small change compared to the 
robbery that takes place week after week and passes 
unnoticed. 

Where could larger robberies take place and not 
be noticed? Where, indeed, except at Church! Of 
course, the biggest robbers do not go to Church. They 
stay away and pretend that they have a perfectly good 
alibi. Perhaps their children go, but not they! How 
could they had been involved in a Church robbery when 
they were out quite late Saturday night and so did not 
get up until nearly noon the next day! 

Unfortunately, however, there are some _ sneak 
theieves in the Church. They sneak a nickel in the 
offering plate when a dollar should be given. They 
scratch around for a penny when they hesitate not a 
moment to dig up twenty or more of them for a gallon 
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of gasoline to arrange a pleasure ride when Church wor- 


ship is out. 

How big is this robbery? The exact sum can not be 
figured for several reasons. First, no one really knows 
how much is bging given to God. Second, God does not 
set a definite amount which each must give. In the days 
of Malachi, ten per cent of each person’s income was 
expected as a gift to God. Whoever did not give that 
much robbed God. Now each one is to “lay by in store 
on the first day of the week as God has prospered him.” 
Third, the amount that should be shared with God is 
not known. 

Here, however, are some figures. The average 
family spends twice as much on amusements as on 
Church gifts. This does not take into account the great 
incomes where gifts are sometimes relatively small, nor 
the small incomes where neither amusement nor Church 
offerings amount to much. Where are treasures being 
laid up under this kind of arrangement? It sounds like 
robbing heaven to support Hollywood. 

A little figuring indicates that the Churches of the 
United States would have at least five billion dollars 
more each year for the working out of their own pro- 
grams and the carrying on of evangelism and missions 
in other lands if a tenth of all income were dedicated to 
God. Even in these days of billions, that sounds like 
real money. 

Why does this money not come to the Church? Do 
people really intend to rob God? 
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No, of course not. There are so many places to 
use each cent that comes in. Also, there has been too 
little in the way of education about the handling of 
money. We are taught how to make it and persuaded 
to spend it, but seldom instructed in how to give it. 

The Bible school has a first-rate chance to do some~ 
thing about this. The teacher must first do something 
about it for himself or herself before trying to teach 
others. But tedching must be done, and done thoroughly. 

Some very curious things happen in our Bible 
schools. In one school the superintendent made the 
following announcement: “No offering will be taken in 
the classes today. We have money on hand, so do not 
need any more.” Imagine that! A Bible school with 
enough money, yet only about fifteen per cent of the 
people of the community in Bible school even on good 
days. How about an offering for advertising? And 
would not the Shaefers, of India, the Newlands, of the 
Tibetan border, or some other missionary family in 
active service have been able to use a few dollars more 
in preaching the Word? 

A young man studying for the ministry was called 
to a small Church to preach one Lord’s Day. Saturday 
was spent in going to the appointment; Monday in re- 
turning from it. One dear deacon who thought he knew 
what was in the New Testament, but had not read II 
Corinthians 9 very carefully, insisted that no offering 
should be taken. Much to the surprise of the young 
man, as he shook hands with the departing members of 
the congregation, some gave him pennies, nickels or 
other coins. Not knowing what else to do, he took them. 
When the count was made he found himself in posses- 
sion of $1.69. This, an embarrassed individual informed 
him, was his “pay” for the day. Interesting, wasn’t it? 
Three days of time, more than two dollars’ travel ex- 
penses, and a dollar sixty-nine to cover all this. Curi- 
ous, isn’t it, what tricks some people will use to rob 
God? 

The prophet Malachi taught the Jews something 
about giving. We need to teach ourselves and our 
pupils about giving. We can not dodge the rules. 

Failure to give according to ability is robbing 
God. 

Gifts are not to be determined by the apparent 
needs of the local congregation; they are to be de- 
termined by the ability of each one to give. 

Children and young people must be taught to give. 
Parents who give for their children are depriving the 
children of the opportunity of learning to give. 

Giving must be done intelligently. Teachers and 
pupils alike should know where their money is going 
as well as how much is going. 

_ There is no one best method of giving. The use 
of envélopes in Bible school as well as Church helps all 
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who use them to feel a personal responsibility and a 
personal tie to all of the Church activities. It is equally 
as good for persons to give an acre of corn or a dozen 
eggs as to give money. Money is simply a convenient 
symbol of goods that can be consumed. 

Remember that those who make acceptable gifts to 
God first give themselves to Him, Naturally one who 
has completely surrendered himself to God will not try 
to rob God. 

Let us glance again at this matter of figures. It has 
been stated upon good authority that crime costs the 
United States more than the operation of the Federal 
Government. This is many times the amount given to 
the Church, In a year when the national income amounts 
to seventy billion dollars—and it exceeds this in a good 
year—the Church lacks over five billions of dollars of 
receiving a tenth of this amount. This is approximately 
one hundred million dollars a week. Will a man rob 
God? 

What startling headline this would make: “Extra! 
Extra! One Hundred Million Dollar Robbery Last Sun- 
day.” And note the text: “Many citizens who were 
thought to be above reproach, among them a consider- 
able number of regular Bible school and Church attend- 
ants, are said to have been robbing God. Swift pun- 
ishment in the form of diminished spiritual blessings 
is certain to follow even though the guilty parties 
may not be brought to judgment for some time. It 
is rumored that a similar robbery is scheduled for 
next week.”—The Lookout. 


- k k k 
CHURCH IN A WARRING WORLD 

The primary responsibilities of the Church in a 
world at war were enumerated by a Professor Georgia 
Harkness in her report on the State of the Church dur- 
ing the recent convention of the Federal Council of 
Churches. 

Her statements follow: 

“1. The Church must strengthen the spiritual re- 
sources of the people through prayer and public worship. 

“2, The Church must affirm its Gospel through 
prophetic preaching. 

“3. A distinctive service of the Church is the main- 
tenance of fellowship. 

“4. We must continue to study, to educate, to build 
for the future. 

“5. The Church must build up in its members 
Christian incentives to political action. 

“6, Finally, we must relieve suffering.” 

Then in summarizing her presentation she said: 

“What is the state of the Church? The Churches 
of three continents are being tried in a crucible of fire, 
and it is not unlikely that a similar experience awaits 
us. The faith of our fathers lives in spite of dungeon, 
fire and sword. In humble confession of our weakness, 
we pray God that we may not prove recreant to the 
high opportunities for service which this crisis sets be- 
fore us. 

“We move forward into the next biennium, not 
knowing whither we go. We go in uncertainty, but not 
in darkness. We go in soberness, but not in defeat and 
not in despair. God lives. We are not alone. In this, 
as in every day, Christ reigns victorious over sin and 
death. Christian, let no man take thy crown!” 


MARCH, 1942 


Luther league Topics 
Payable in Advance 
Single copies - One year 35 cents 
Four quarters to one address 


3 copies One year $2.25 


copies One year 2.50 
copies One year 2.75 
copies One year 3.25 
copies One year 3.75 
copies One year 4.00 
copies One year 4.50 
copies - One year 7.00 


quarter to one address 
copies One quarter $ .50 
copies One quarter 85 
copies One quarter 1.10 
copies One quarter 1.35 
copies One quarter 1.50 
copies One quarter 2.25 


- ok Cs 


INTERMEDIATE 
Quarterly Helps 


Payable in Advance 
Single copies - One year 50 cents 
Four quarters to one address 

copies One year $3.25 
copies One year 3.50 
copies © One year 4.00 
copies One year 5.00 
copies One year 6.00 
copies One year 6.50 
copies One year 7.50 
copies One year 12.00 


address 
copies One quarter $ .75 
copies One quarter 1.25 
copies One quarter 1.75 
copies One quarter 2.25 
copies quarter 2.50 


LIFE 


My son, you ask me, what is life? 

A little joy, a lot of strife, 

A little pleasure, lots of pain, 

Many losses, little gain, 

For every smile, so many tears, 

A little hope, a lot of feats, 

A few short hours of radiant love, 

To give a glimpse of heaven above, 

A baby’s laugh, a stifled cry, 

A child’s sweet voice, a long drawn sigh, 

A storm tossed ship far out at sea, 

Sad pain-racked souls on bended knee, 

Long sun scorched days, calm star lit night, 

A soul’s blind groping for the light, 

A weary body, gasping breath, 

Then glorious peace, that men call—Death. 
—May Bennet Spottswood, Bobile, Ala- 
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March 1, 1942 
Second Sunday in Lent 


THE STRATEGIC HOUR FOR 
MISSIONS IN AMERICA 


II Corinthians 6:2 
Rev. J. Frank Davis, Shelby, N. C. 


(Reprinted by Request) 


This Hour Is Strategic 

This is the hour of greatest concern for the Chris- 
tian Church. We believe that the gates of hell cannot 
Prevail against the Church but every Christian wonders 
if the membership of the Church will be made aware of 
the severe and heavy strain pagan creeds and un-Chris- 
tian ideologies are putting upon man’s faith in God who 
has revealed Himself through Jesus Christ. The Chris- 
tian Church has been caught up in the vortex of power- 
ful passions of intense Nationalism born of poverty and 
injustice, a Nationalism in some instances that is sup- 
planting man’s worship of God. The question now is 
whether these social upheavals will sweep people away 
from the Church or into the communion of a renewed 
and rekindled affection for the “least of these, My 
people.” We are now surprised that there are so many 
people who not only believe in gods made in their own 
image but that there are so many who have no faith in 
anything. The Christian Church today stands at the 
dividing of the ways for the peoples and nations of the 
earth. If the members of the Church have no greater 
passion for humanity, no greater desire to save the souls 
of men, than they have had in the past, this drift will 
continue with increasing velocity toward the gates of 
hell. This is the hour for Christian Missions! The 
Church will survive but will we contribute to its failure 
to minister to needy and lost souls of our day? 

What, after all, is the purpose of the Church? It is 
brought to light in this critical and strategic hour. That 
purpose is to use the membership of the Church as a 
base of operations—to send forth laborers into every 
walk of life teaching and preaching Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified for the sins of the world. The Church 
dare not be an end in itself. The Church exists to make 
the Kingdom of God a reality in the lives of people and 
that is accomplished through the missionary activities 
of the members of the Church. The future of the Church 
with us depends upon the re-kindling of the fires of 
evangelism on the altar of a burning passion for God and 
for Humanity. 

History repeats itself. The Church has found its 
strategic hours as the powers of darkness seek to con- 
trol the basic drives of human nature. Civilizations rise 
and fall with the receding and advancing of the lower 
nature of man. The Church’s struggle is not against 
flesh and blood but “against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of the world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.” Today we witness 
the world tragedy that is always in the wake of the en- 
thronement of man’s baser passions. Weapons are best 
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known in the hour when they are most needed. The 
Church today must know the weapons God has given to 
her with which she can fight the powers of evil. 

Our day is a period of amazing discoveries that have 
only brought great distress. The powers with which 
mankind has built up his civilization are being used to 
destroy that same civilization through war and oppres- 
sion. The waxing of man’s physical prowess and strength 
has witnessed the waning of his moral capacities and 
potentialities. What can a new world from the hand of 
science mean to mankind that has lost soul? The hour 
is here for the Church to endeavor with all the power 
God has provided to influence people to place the em- 
phasis in life where it ought to be, on human values. 
This is the time when a strong affection for people, a 
deep interest in their soul’s welfare, will mean a pro- 
gressive Church. 


America today is afflicted with the same ills the 
other nations of the world are suffering. There is con- 
fusion within men’s hearts and minds. In the Madras 
Conference these statements were contained in the re- 
port on “The Faith By Which The Church Lives”: 
“Many have lost all faith. ... They are overwhelmed 
by a sense of utter impotence and despair. ... In others 
there is a resurgence of faith, often faith in new gods. 
. . . Others, though bitterly disillusioned, still seek to 
rest their confidence in science and man’s power to re- 
deem himself, yet secretly they feel that confidence is 
vain. . . . Meanwhile want, ignorance, superstition, and 
fear still hold their sway over the lives of countless mil- 
lions...” Against this dark background the Light of 
the World must be seen in its most glorious radiance! 
The Christian Church must prevent a “blackout” of this 
Light of the World. Keep it shining and civilization will 
survive! 

Dr. Stanley Jones says the need ot the world is two- 
fold. ‘“Many of the certainties have faded out of the in- 
ner life of the modern man. ... He wishes he could be- 
lieve, for life without the Great Companion has a certain 
loneliness about it. ... The social order upon which he 
has leaned and thought so secure is going to pieces 
around him. He feels the need of something that will 
put foundation under the social order.” America’s de- 
mocracy rests upon the foundation laid in the faith of 
our fathers, faith in the sacredness of human person- 
ality and in a just God who would have all people know 
the Truth that can make them free. Christian Mission 
is that Truth on the offensive! This is the hour! 


These Are Our People 

America is an ideal field for Christian Missions. 
Here we find people from all parts of the world. Here 
they have come in escaping oppression or in the quest 
for a higher standard of living. Here there is freedom 
of speech and the right to worship God according to 
the dictates of one’s conscience. Here dictatorships have 
not closed the door to the mission enterprise. Here we 
find people caught up in the whirl of world events— 
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people who have lost their jobs in the depression; many 
who have drifted into crime. Here Christianity must 
meet the test of war psychology that would mass the 
man-power of our nation behind machines of destruc- 
tion. Here women and children pray that love and sym- 
pathy might prevail that they may not be the victims of 
the cruel passions of mankind. Here we find young 
people with all the ideologies of the world laid out be- 
fore them. What emphasis will be given the Christian 
Creed in their lives? 

As we make a quick survey of this country we find 
that there is no place where the Gospel of Christ is not 
needed for the solution of social problems, the raising 
of the standard of living, the adjustment of social and 
industrial and economic differences, the suppression of 
racial antipathies. Human welfare is the field of the 
Church’s labor, not the market place. The highest serv- 
ice a Church leader can render is not in the balancing 
of the Church’s budget but in the mission of putting 
Christ into the hearts and minds of people. No mem- 
ber of the Church dare be inactive in the field of Chris- 
tian Missions. If we hold our breath, we die; if we hold 
to ourselves the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, His 
power unto salvation, our churches will die. 

We can think of the many classes of people who 
challenge the Home Missionary in our country. Many 
Jews are coming to our country. Here is a field of in- 
creasing responsibilities. The Gospel of Christ is a Gos- 
pel for the oppressed and persecuted. The American 
Negro, underprivileged as he is, is receiving the ministry 
of the Church. Through Christian education their stand- 
ard of living is being raised. There are now 2,500,000 
negro children in school. In the Blue Ridge Mountains 
the mountaineer awaits the program of Christian edu- 
cation which the Church is bringing to his door. Berea 
College in Kentucky, the Asheville Farm School, and 
the Konnarock Training School are strong factors in the 
Home Mission Enterprise. Out into the West we go 
and there with the American Negro and with the Chinese 
and the Japanese we find the Missionaries working. Into 
the congested slum districts of the cities we move and 
there we find the Home Missionary knocking at the 
door of homes where little children have not known the 
happiness of childhood and where the clouds of crime 
have fallen. These are our people. 


This Is Our Strategy 

Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers, pastor of Broadway 
Tabernacle, New York City, gives the following defini- 
tion of strategy: “Taking what you have and so apply- 
ing it as to accomplish what you want.” In strategy then 
lies the difference between success and failure. The 
Christian Church must use strategy in the utilization of 
its resources so as to meet this strategic hour in Mis- 
sions with all the strength at her command. 

It was a strategic hour when Christ was born. The 
world had exhausted all other sources of human happi- 
ness. Men had not found salvation in philosophy and 
government. Greece and Rome could not be a Bethle- 
hem. Then Christ was born. The Love of God came in 
the hour of the world’s greatest need. God met that hour 
with all He had. He sent Jesus into the world to teach 
men how to live. Jesus at all times used Himself in 
such an unwavering faith and with such a strong love 
that He acocmplished what He wanted even on a Cross! 
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Before His ascension Christ taught His disciples the 
use of strategy, and a small group of men used all they 
had received from Christ and turned the world upside 
down. 

Today we must use that strategy in our Mission 
work, Christians have not used all they have received 
from Christ in the supreme task of the Church, to save 
souls from the powers of evil. If we had used our heri- 
tage, approximately half the population of this country 
would not be outside the Church today. We must be- 
come fully aware of all that we possess in our Christian 
Faith and then hurl it against the forces of evil with 
all the strength God provides us. 


i ok hk fk 
March 8, 1942 
Third Sunday in Lent 


HAVING TO BE “SHOWN”—THOMAS 
John 20:24-29 
Rey. Luther Schlenker, Shenandoah, Pa. 
Thomas Who Had To Be “Shown” 

Our topic today hinges around the incident of 
Thomas who would not believe in the Lord’s resurrec- 
tion until he saw it with his own eyes. The story is 
not unknown to us for it is read in the Gospel lesson 
on the First Sunday after Easter. Then, too, it is the 
Scripture lesson for this meeting. 

You recall Easter night when the disciples were 
gathered together, Jesus appeared unto them. Thomas, 
however, was absent, so he did not see the risen Jesus. 
Afterward, the other disciples told Thomas they had 
seen the Lord. Thomas would not believe them. He 
doubted their story. Therefore, he has ever since been 
called “doubting Thomas.” A week later Thomas was 
with the disciples. This time he, himself, saw and touched 
Jesus and so he believed. 


An Interpretation of Thomas’ Doubt 

Often we look down upon Thomas a little because 
he was a doubter and had to be shown before he believed. 
We should not look down on him. It was Thomas’ 
nature that he was somewhat skeptical and when his 
friends told him that Jesus had risen from the dead, 
it was too good for him to be true. He wanted to see 
it first with his own eyes. 

Thomas was filled with incredulity but was very 
willing to be shown the truth. In fact, he was eager that 
what they said might be true and he attended the meet- 
ing the next Sunday night so that he might see Jesus 
if He came. 

That Thomas’ incredulity was not displeasing to 
Jesus is clear because Jesus does not chide him when 
He sees Him. Rather, Jesus goes to the trouble of 
showing Thomas that it is really He, and lets Thomas 
feel Him and touch Him. Then Thomas believes com- 
pletely and responds with probably the greatest con- 
fession of faith in the New Testament, “My Lord and 
my God.” 


The Right and the Wrong Kind of Doubt 
There are two kinds of doubt: a right and a wrong 
kind. Thomas had the right kind. His doubt was not 
one of hardened unbelief that absolutely refused to be- 
lieve. People with this kind of a doubt have closed 
minds and they refuse to believe. They do not want to 
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be shown and they close their minds to every effort of 
God or man to bring them to the truth. The healthy 
kind of doubt such as Thomas had is the kind that, al- 
though it cannot believe as yet, nevertheless, it is eager 
to, and the mind and heart stay open and ready to be 
brought to acceptance of the truth. 


The “teen” age is often called the age of doubt be- 
cause then young boys and girls often say, “We will not 
accept things just because someone said so. We want 
to see for ourselves first.” There is nothing wrong with 
this attitude of mind as long as the doubt remains 
healthy—as long as the mind and heart remain open. 
If the heart and mind remain open, God will in due 
time show Himself to the doubter even as Jesus showed 
Himself to Thomas. If, however, the person who doubts, 
becomes narrow-minded and closes his heart and thinks 
he knows it all, then his doubt is unhealthy and may 
affect the life of his soul. God is displeased with such 
an attitude of mind and will not show Himself to such 
a person. 


The Value of Healthy Doubt 

If one’s doubt remains healthy, a great deal of good 
may come of it. Those who have doubts come to faith 
the hard way, but when they do attain to faith, it is that 
much stronger because they had to struggle for it. It 
works in this way. Suppose there are two children. The 
one child is given a bicycle by his parents. The other 
works carrying papers until he has saved enough money 
to buy the bicycle himself. Which child will value his 
bicycle more and care for it better? All things being 
equal, the one will who earned his own, because he 
had to strive and struggle to get it. So it is with faith. 
If we never doubt, but very easily and readily accept 
all things that are told to us, especially in our religion, 
maybe we will take it so much for granted that we will 
not value it properly. But if we have healthy doubts 
and inquire of God how these things or those things 
are so, then God will speak to our souls and show us 
His truth. As a result our faith will be much stronger, 
because it will have struggled through a certain num- 
ber’of doubts. Doubts may, therefore, become the ex- 
ercise to strengthen the muscles of our faith. Herein 
lies the value of healthy doubt. 


We Walk By Faith, Not Sight 

We may be like Thomas in that we have some 
healthy doubts but unlike Thomas we shall never be 
able to see Jesus in the flesh and touch and talk physic- 
ally to Him, our Risen Lord. Often we wish that we 
might. As children sing in Sunday School in the hymn, 
“T Think When I Read That Sweet Story”: “I should 
like to have been with them then.” We all have a 
longing and yearning to have been privileged to live 
in Jesus’ time so that we might have walked with Him 
through the countryside, heard His teachings, and seen 
the wonderful works He did, especially to have seen 
Him as Thomas and the other disciples did after the 
Resurrection. But that we can never do. That time is 
past. In our day we walk by faith, not by sight. But 
that is no hindrance, for there is much better evidence 
than physical sight. It is the evidence of faith which 
God plants in our hearts. Today we believe not be- 
cause we see, but because God’s holy Spirit plants the 
faith in our hearts where it can grow and does grow. 
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And to all those who, since Christ’s day, have not 
been able to see Him, but yet believe, there comes God’s 
special blessing of salvation. Did not Jesus answer to 
Thomas when he made his confession? “Thomas, be- 
cause thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed, blessed 
are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” 
There Christ mentions us. There He is thinking of us. 
Christ knows we cannot see Him. Therefore, He blesses 
us for our faith, Also because of this, Christ is patient 
with our doubts and shows Himself to us in our hearts 
and turns our doubts into belief. Have you any doubt 
about your Saviour? Turn to Him with an open mind 
and heart. ' 

Ask Him in prayer to come and show Himself to 
you. He will do so in a most real way. You will be 
greatly blessed for you will come to know your resur- 
rected Saviour in a much more real way than you ever 
did before. 


March 15, 1942 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
PROVING MY CHRISTIANITY 
I John 4:1-13 
Rev. Theodore L. Fischer, Philadelphia, Pa. 

“Does it work?” That is the question people ask 
today about every new invention, or plan, or idea, or way 
of life. It seems to be the spirit of the age we live in. 
Before we buy an automobile or a radio, we make sure 
that it works. If someone wants us to use a new idea, 
we try to find out beforehand whether or not it works. 
We judge the school system and the government and the 
defense program in the same way. “Does it work?” 
That’s our touchstone, the test that we apply to al- 
most everything in our present day life. It’s the way 
we determine whether a thing has any value for us 
or not. 

Does Christianity Work? 

Religion is no exception to this general practice. 
People today are applying this same test to Christianity, 
and they are asking this same question about it. “Does 
it work?” They look at us, who call ourselves Christians, 
to see whether or not it is working in our lives. Some- 
times they reject Christianity because they can’t see 
that it is making any difference in the lives of those 
who belong to church. Sometimes they accept it, and 
become outstanding Christians themselves, because they 
see how well it works in the lives of others. Whether 
people are won to Christ today depends to a great ex- 
tent on how well Christianity works in our own lives. 
If we can show those outside the church that Chris- 
tianity does make a difference, and that it does work, the 
task of bringing them within the fold will be more than 
half accomplished. But the proof lies with us. That is 
why it is so important for us to make our religion visible, 
so that others can see that we are Christians not in name 
only, but in reality. 


: Proving by Loving 
“Tf God so loved us, we ought also to love one 
another.” That is John’s charge to us in the Scripture 
lesson. Christian love is the most obvious way at our 
disposal of proving to others that Christianity works. 
And yet we are all painfully aware of the pitifully small 
extent to which Christian love is practiced in our daily 
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lives. Those negative traits in our personalities—our 
tendency to criticize others unfairly, our envy of their 
popularity or of their possessions, our inclination to 
fight back when we have been wronged—these are all 
bricks in the dam that is keeping our love from flowing 
out. And unless we knock those bricks out, one by one, 
and let the love of Christ flow out of our lives in a 
smooth, uninterrupted stream, it will be hard for us to 
prove to others that Christianity works where we are 
concerned. 

Christian love is no easy attainment. But it is 
something that we can strive for, and ought to strive 
for. It is the kind of love that looks upon every human 
being as a child of God. It is the kind of love that 
awakens our deepest sympathies for those who are 
placed in less fortunate circumstances than we are, and 
that prompts us to do what we can to help. It is the 
kind of love that makes us forget all about ourselves 
in our desire to promote the welfare of others. That 
kind of love, even if our lives offer only poor examples 
of it, will show the world how well Christianity works. 


Proving by Serving 
Christian love never exists in a vacuum. It makes 
itself felt in concrete instances, in actual deeds of serv- 
ice to those in need. And it is in the practical working 
out of Christian love that others see its power. As you 
have undoubtedly learned in your own experience, it is 
not always easy to determine just what form of service 
your love ought to take. Often we feel that we want 
to help others, and we want to serve them, but we don’t 
know exactly how to go about it. Especially among 
young people this question is heard: “What definite task 

can I perform as a service to others?” 


Of course, there is no blanket answer to a question 
like that. But everyone who has the love of Christ 
within him can soon find ways to put that love to work. 
If he starts with whatever tasks lie nearest at hand— 
little acts of thoughtfulness, a kind word spoken where it 
will ease an aching heart or cool the heat of anger, 
even a silent look of friendship and sympathy—soon 
wider ranges of service will become visible. His eyes 
will be trained more acutely to see where he can serve. 
The habit of helping will strengthen his love, and he will 
go on to greater tasks and greater deeds. The oppor- 
tunities to serve are inexhaustible, and when they are 
seized, they add their testimony to the fact that Chris- 
tianity does work. 


Proving by Suffering 

Suffering for the sake of one’s religion is no longer 
as dramatic as it once was, but where Christianity is 
sincerely practiced it is bound to entail a certain amount 
of suffering even today. And by their willingness to 
endure suffering for their Lord’s sake, Christians can 
bear witness to the strength of their faith, and to the 
passionate love that binds them to it. No unbeliever 
can see a Christian undergo hardship or ridicule on ac- 
count of his faith without wondering what-it is in 
Christianity that makes it worth the suffering. 

Perhaps people will make fun of you when you stand 
by your Christian convictions. Perhaps your employer 
will dismiss you when you refuse to be a partner in dis- 
honesty. Perhaps you will be the object of malicious 
gossip and underhand dealings. But if you suffer with 
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head held high, and refuse to bs separated from the 
things you hold most dear, the final victory will be 
yours. Men admire that kind of stedfastness even when 
they seem most to despise it. And unknowingly you 
will perhaps have sown the seed of faith in their hearts. 
Christianity does work, and by your own life you can 
give evidence to the world of its workability. 
k ok Fk ok 

March 22, 1942 

Passion Sunday 
ON THE COASTS OF LABRADOR—GRENFELL 

Matthew 24:13, 14 

Miss Lena Van Horn, Baltimore, Md. 

As Dr. Grenfell completed his medical schooling, 
he realized that London was already well supplied with 
doctors. He wondered where he might go that he would 
be truly needed. He thought of the occasional patient 
who had come to the hospital from the fishing fleets of 
the North Sea. Twenty thousand men and boys lived 
there on their boats—veritable floating villages which 
seldom contacted the mainland. They had no physical 
or spiritual aid. For five years he labored to make of 
them new men with new bodies, and planned that such 
help might continue. 


A Land of Greater Need 

In 1891, Dr. Grenfell heard of another land of need 
—Britain’s oldest colony, Newfoundland, and her neigh- 
bor Labrador——a barren, rocky coast, largely covered 
with snow and ice, and all too frequently fog, one of the 
bleakest coasts of the world. In the Encyclopedia one 
may find Labrador described as the most wuninviting 
spot on the face of the earth for a permanent abode. 
One navigator wrote: ‘God made this country last and 
threw together here the refuse of His materials as of no 
use to mankind.” 

In 1892, Dr. Grenfell sailed away to investigate these 
conditions. The crossing required seventeen days. He 
found living there Anglo-Saxon fishermen, with some 
1,000 Eskimos and 3,000 Indians, on a land where life 
was a constant struggle against cold, hunger, night, and 
space itself. Along hundreds of miles of coast there was 
no medical aid. Superstitions replaced medical knowl- 
edge. One of every three deaths was due to tuberculosis, 
and one of every three babies died before reaching one 
year of age. Children were crippled for life because no 
one could set a broken leg properly. Many fishermen 
died of gangrene following accidents that could not be. 
treated. 

All depended on fishing for their living, and starva- 
tion was a common lot. Fish, bread, and tea was the 
usual diet. The lack of green vegetables, milk, fruit, eggs, 
and meat gave them tuberculosis, beri beri, rickets, 
scurvy, and blindness from malnutrition. Most of the 
year the people were frozen in or the great world frozen 
out, but this very isolation saved them from many dis- 
eases such as cholera, smallpox, and scarlet fever. Few 
people could read or write as schools could not be 
supported. 

“Labrador,” said Cartier, “was ‘The Land God Gave 
Cain’”—and added that there was not one cartload of 
earth on the whole of it; but Dr. Grenfell saw it as the 
opportunity to create hope where only despair reigned, 
cabbages where only moss grew, health where disease 
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blighted, industry in place of idleness, knowledge in- 
stead of ignorance, and faith in God and His goodness 
in place of disbelief. He knew he had found his life 
work, but it could not be done alone. He must make 
others see this need. His success in interesting England, 
Canada, and the United States has brought surgeons, 
dentists, nurses, teachers, industrial and social workers 
to the coast where now are established five hospitals, 
three hospital ships and seven nursing stations treating 
14,000 patients yearly; five summer schools, four winter 
schools, four orphanages and boarding schools, where 
500 children are cared for; twelve centers for the dis- 
tribution of clothing; fourteen industrial centers where 
2,500 women, convalescent and disabled men and boys 
are given employment in such tasks as rug hooking, 
weaving, carving wood and ivory, and knitting. 


Life in Labrador 

An Eskimo and his family will, in the spring, trans- 
fer all his belongings to a pan of ice and live by hunt- 
ing and shooting on the floating ice until he arrives 
at his destination some 180 miles distant. He finds 
no monotony, feels no cold, and knows no fear of con- 
ditions that would whiten the hair of most of us. The 
frequency with which he must look death in the face 
banishes any petty differences which man as .we know 
him, might have. Our northern doctor says, “It is good 
to be alone, to forget how to make and spend money.” 
There is not one policeman on the whole coast, no peni- 
tentiary, and no one has ever been convicted of drunken- 
ness. For forty years Dr. Grenfell was the magistrate, 
settling the affairs of those with no access to courts; 
the clergyman to Protestant and Catholic, conducting 
services on his ship or on rocks by the sea; the good 
physician, counselor, and friend. The people are natural- 
ly Christians of a devout and simple faith. One loves 
them for their innate meekness, hospitality, truthful- 
ness, and loyalty. One finds in these humble fisher- 
men qualities of their Galilean predecessors, from whom 
Christ chose most of His Apostles. 

One may still find in the North, poverty such as we 
of the “States” cannot know; yet the native of Labra- 
dor is wise enough to know that life does not consist of 
the abundance of things a man possesses. We who ac- 
cumulate many things seem possessed of them, but our 
lowly neighbor possesses only his soul. Can we know 
the peace of the family sitting down to a dinner of 
bread and tea as the fisherman bows to: “We thanks 
you, Lord, for all you has done for we.” 


The “WOPS” 

The help Dr. Grenfell has given the people of the 
frozen North and the ways he has helped them to help 
themselves, should not be the only reason for our praise 
of him. It has been said that no system can cure all ills. 
It is the personality behind that counts. Dr. Grenfell’s 
influence has drawn some 25,000 young people of the 
United States, Canada, and England to the North to 
help. These young folks are called “Wops” because 
they work With-Out Pay. They bear their own ex- 
penses in the personal sacrifices and unselfish labor of 
road-making, building, driving water supplies, building 
wharves, erecting dams, working in clay and roots 
amongst flies and mosquitoes. Dr. Grenfell says of 
these who have chosen the hard way, devoid of the 
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comforts and luxuries they might have at home, that 
to see them he has taken off his hat with the feeling 
that he was standing on holy ground seeing a sermon 
on idealism and Christian personal service. Here are 
unselfish deeds rather than orthodox words. 

Dr. Grenfell believed religion was chivalry, a field 
of honor calling for courage to face ft, not an insur- 
ance ticket; and that such as Sir Galahad, Nathan Hale 
and Nurse Cavell got the real joy out of life—life be- 
coming heaven in proportion as one seized its oppor- 
tunities for service. The Lincolns, St. Francises, Luthers, 
Wesleys, and Livingstones met real challenges. 

One “Wop” in speaking of others said, “Why do 
they volunteer? Because, like myself, their lives were 
touched to the very quick by a new and realistic vision 
of the Christ, which came to them on that coast... 
or through contact with this man, who risked his life 
continuously and spent himself unstintingly in absolute 
devotion to one great ideal.” 

Dr. Grenfell said, “At heart the youth of today em- 
bodies far more generally the spirit of Christ than ever 
before. Our work calls for the very best that the very 
best men can give and in return gives men, who may 
have everything else in the world, things better than 
they can get in any other way, and makes them into 
that, perhaps, nothing else can make them into.” 

Another “Wop” writes, “I am glad for the inspira- 
tion that sent me here to do my small part, and I really 
dread the thought of ever again returning to civiliza- 
tion. This is my fifth year, and God willing, I am just 
beginning.” 

’Tis something, when the day draws to its close, 

To say, “Though I have borne a burdened mind, 

Have tasted neither pleasure nor repose, 


Yet this remains; to all men, friend or foe, 


I have been kind. —DAWSON 


Someone has said that Dr. Grenfell has done more 
for the college youth of today than anyone in America, 
and that he only regretted that more of our young 
people could not take a term in this sub-arctic University. 

Dr. Grenfell believed that the term “missionary” 
should not be applied to himself and those who render 
similar service to mankind because he felt that each one 
of us has a mission in life. Surely, however, we must 
say, “he went about doing good.” Much has been ac- 
complished but as our doctor says, “Only the foothills 
have been surmounted. We welcome the mountains that 
lie ahead. To go forward we need reinforcements... 
Will you help in the accomplishment of tasks which but 
for you must remain untouched?” 


Who Are My People? 
My people? Who are they? 
I went into the church where the congregation 
Worshipped my God. Were they my people? 
I felt no kinship to them as they knelt there. 
My people! Where are they? 
I went into the land where I was born, 
Where men spoke my language... 
I was a stranger there. 
“My people,”’ my soul cried, “who are my people?” 


Last night in the rain I met an old man 

Who spoke a language I do not speak, 

Which marked him as one who does not know my God. 
With apologetic smile he offered me 

The shelter of his patched umbrella. 

I met his eyes... And then I knew... 
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March 29, 1942 
Palm Sunday 


WHAT CONFIRMATION MEANS (TO ME) 
Acts 19:2-7 
Rey. John F. Kindsvatter, East Liverpool, Ohio 
The Story of the Scripture Lesson 

The Scripture Lesson, Acts 19:2-7, presents the 
Apostle Paul in the role of catechist in the congregation 
at Ephesus and describes the reception of a class, of 
about twelve, into the Christian Faith in this Ephesian 
congregation. The class of catechumens had been brought 
into the congregation, as disciples, by ‘“‘a certain Jew, 
named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, 
and mighty in the scriptures ... This man was in- 
structed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in 
the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of 
the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John.” (Acts 
18:24,25) Apollos was a disciple of John, The Baptist, 
and “the way of the Lord” referred to in Acts 18:25 is 
the way of which John spake when he preached, “Make 
ye ready the way of the Lord”; the “way of the Lord” 
which was to be prepared for by repentence. Apollos 
had been instructed “in the way of the Lord,” in that 
sense, had been instructed in Messianic prophecy and 
purpose. As a disciple of John and in obedience to John 
he had been baptized unto repentance, and to the ex- 
pectation of the coming of the Messiah, but he didn’t 
know the meaning of the cross. He was not acquainted 
with the fact of the Resurrection. He was not familiar 
with the truth of the outpoured spirit. Apollos had 
taught these men “the things concerning Jesus” only as 
far as John had revealed them. Paul arriving in Ephesus, 
after the departure of Apollos, found this group of dis- 
ciples and asking them concerning the Holy Spirit and 
their baptism, learned that they did not know anything 
concerning the Holy Spirit; they had gone only as far 
as John had been able to take them, to that place where 
Apollos was while at Ephesus. This group Paul took 
and catechized, revealing to them the fact that the bap- 
tism of John was preparatory and necessitated going 
beyond John to Jesus. He taught them all that they did 
not know concerning the Christ; of the resurrection, 
ascension, of the gift of the Spirit through which men 
were brought into a living union with Jesus. “When they 
heard this they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, 
the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with 
tongues and prophesied.” Paul, through catechetical in- 
struction and baptism, brought these disciples into fel- 
lowship with Christ, through the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
and in living union with His Church, its privileges and 
opportunities. In the light of this experience of Paul’s 
and what this instruction and baptism meant to these 
men at Ephesus we seek to answer “What Confirmation 
Means (to Me).” 


Its Relation To My Early Experience 
with the Church 
In the introductory statement of the Order for 
Confirmation that relationship is expressed in these 
words, “Dearly Beloved: In Holy Baptism you were 
received by our Lord Jesus Christ and made members 
of His Holy Church; in accordance with our Lord’s 
command, you have been instructed in the Word of God 
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and led to the knowledge of His will and His gracious 
Gospel; and now you desire to be confirmed.” My con- 
firmation is very closely related to my baptism; it adds 
nothing to my baptism for that is complete in itself. 
In my baptism I was brought into a covenant relation- 
ship with God. In that covenant I could not consciously 
take part. In my baptism God, through Jesus Christ, 
offered me His gifts but I could not consciously or 
verbally receive them. My parents or sponsors stood 
in my place and received God’s gifts for me and cove- 
nanted for me. As I grew in body, developed in mind 
and soul my parents and the church, through teachers 
and a faithful pastor, gave me instructions in the mean- 
ing of my baptism and the Word of God and the Sacra- 
ments. In my confirmation I assumed, ratified, for my- 
self, the promises made for me in baptism; I accepted, 
for myself, God’s gifts to me. 


It Is a Confession of Faith in Jesus Christ 
As My Saviour 

God’s greatest gift to mankind was His Son. “God 
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.’ Jesus Christ has said, “Who- 
soever, therefore, shall confess Me before men, him 
will I confess before My Father which is in heaven.” 
In my confirmation I confess before God and in the 
presence of man that this Jesus Christ is my Lord and 
Saviour Who for my sake, as Luther says, “has re- 
deemed me a lost and condemned creature, secured and 
delivered me from all sin, from death and the power of 
the devil, not with silver and gold, but with His holy 
and precious blood, and with His innocent sufferings 
and death; in order that I might be His; live under Him 
in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteous- 
ness, innocence and blessedness; ...” My confirmation 
is a confession of faith in which I confess— 


“T’m not ashamed to own my Lord, 
Or to defend His cause, 

Maintain the honor of His word, 

The glory of His cross.” 


It Is a Profession of Loyalty To Jesus Christ 
As My Master 

Confirmation is more than a confession of faith. 
Jesus, in the Sermon on the Plain, pointedly asked, 
“And why call ye Me Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?’ My confirmation is more than a confes- 
sion of faith in Jesus Christ as my Saviour; to confess 
Him by word of mouth is not enough. I must show 
forth, in my life, the fruits of righteous living by obe- 
dience to His Word, I must be willing to present my 
body a living sacrifice. To this end I profess loyalty to 
Jesus Christ, as Master, in thought, word and deed. 
In the days of feudalism the serf took an oath to his 
liege lord that in substance said, “I am thine forever, 
liege lord, for life and limb, to use me as you will.” In 
my confirmation in that spirit I pledge my life, my all 
to the service of Him Who bought me with a price. In 
the words of Johann Jacob Rambach: 


“Lord, to Thee I now surrender 

All I have, and all I am; 

Make my heart more true and tender; 
Glorify me in Thy name. 

Let obedience 

To Thy will be all my aim.” 
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It Means Affiliation with His Church 

My confirmation admits me into the fellowship of 
Christ’s Holy Church. In order that the church might the 
better serve me and I might the better serve the church 
I become a member of a local congregation; it is within 
this group of believers that I daily confess my faith and 
express my loyalty to Jesus Christ as my Lord and 
Master. This church, of which I become a member, 
serves me: 


’a. Through services of worship with the preaching 
of God’s Word, whereby knowledge of God’s 
will and ways might fully be revealed in order 
that my life might be strengthened and forti- 
fied against sin and temptation. 


b. Through the administration of the Sacrament of 
the Altar in order that I might receive my 
Lord and through Him, forgiveness of sin, 
eternal life and deliverance from evil. 


c. Through my pastor it gives me comfort, counsel 
and guidance for times of sorrow, perplexity, 
need, prosperity. 


d. Through its many agencies and organizations 
it seeks to deepen and extend my spiritual 
life. 

My confirmation admits me into a congregation that 
serves me but it also pledges me to serve the congrega- 
tion and through it serve the Lord. In my confirmation 
I promise: 

a. To faithfully attend the services of worship and 

reverently hear and receive the Word of God. 

b. To penitently and diligently receive the body 
and blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ and to strive “daily after holiness of 
heart and life.” 

c. To support my church in its every activity 
through my gifts, my time, my talent, that in 
the words of the confirmation prayer, “that 
in joyful obedience to Thy Word, I may ever 
know Thee more perfectly, love Thee more 
fervently, and serve Thee in every good word 
and deed, to the blessing of my fellow-men, 
the edification of Thy people and the Glory of 
Thy Name.” 
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Young Peoples Topics For March 


Theme For The Month: “CArist 9n Crisis” 


March 1, 1942 
Second Sunday in Lent 


THE STRATEGIC HOUR FOR 
MISSIONS IN AMERICA 


II Corinthians 6:2 
Rev. J. Frank Davis, Shelby, N. C. 


(Reprinted by Request) 


This Hour Is Strategic 

This is the hour of greatest concern for the Chris- 
tian Church. We believe that the gates of hell cannot 
prevail against the Church but every Christian wonders 
if the membership of the Church will be made aware of 
the severe and heavy strain pagan creeds and un-Chris- 
tian ideologies are putting upon man’s faith in God who 
has revealed Himself through Jesus Christ. The Chris- 
tian Church has been caught up in the vortex of power- 
ful passions of intense Nationalism born of poverty and 
injustice, a Nationalism in some instances that is su- 
planting man’s worship of God. The question now is 
whether these social upheavals will sweep people away 
from the Church or into the communion of a renewed 
and rekindled affection for the “least of these, My 
people.” We are now surprised that there are so mahy 
people who not only believe in gods made in their own 
image but that there are so many who have no faith in 
anything. The Christian Church today stands at the 
dividing of the ways for the peoples and nations of the 
earth. If the members of the Church have no greater 
passion for humanity, no greater desire to save the souls 
-of men, than they have had in the past, this drift will 
‘continue with increasing velocity toward the gates of 
hell. This is the hour for Christian Missions! The 
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Church will survive but will we contribute to its failure 
to minister to needy and lost souls of our day? 

What, after all, is the purpose of the Church? It is 
brought to light in this critical and strategic hour. That 
purpose is to use the membership of the Church as a 
base of operations—to send forth laborers into every 
walk of life teaching and preaching Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified for the sins of the world. The Church 
dare not be an end in itself. The Church exists to make 
the Kingdom of God a reality in the lives of people and 
that is accomplished through the missionary activities 
of the members of the Church. The future of the Church 
with us depends upon the re-kindling of the fires of 
evangelism on the altar of a burning passion for God and 
for Humanity. 

History repeats itself. The Church has found its 
strategic hours as the powers of darkness seek to con- 
trol the basic drives of human nature. Civilizations rise 
and fall with the receding and advancing of the lower 
nature of man. The Church’s struggle is not against 
flesh and blood but ‘against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of the world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.” Today we witness 
the world tragedy that is always in the wake of the en- 
thronement of man’s baser passions. Weapons are best 
known in the hour when they are most needed. The 
Church today must know the weapons God has given to 
her with which she can fight the powers of evil. 

Our day is a period of amazing discoveries that have 
only brought great distress. The powers with which 
mankind has built up his civilization are being used to 
destroy that same civilization through war and oppres- 
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sion. The waxing of man’s physical prowess and strength 
has witnessed the waning of his moral capacities and 
potentialities. What can a new world from the hand of 
science mean to mankind that has lost soul? The hour 
is here for the Church to endeavor with all the power 
God has provided to influence people to place the em- 
phasis in life where it ought to be, on human values. 
This is the time when a strong affection for people, a 
deep interest in their soul’s welfare, will mean a pro- 
gressive Church. 


America today is afflicted with the same ills the 


other nations of the world are suffering. There is con- 
fusion within men’s hearts and minds. In the Madras 
Conference these statements were contained in the re- 
port on “The Faith By Which The Church Lives”: 
“Many have lost all faith... . They are overwhelmed 
by a sense of utter impotence and despair. .. . In others 
there is a resurgence of faith, often faith in new gods. 

. . Others, though bitterly disillusioned, still seek to 
rest their confidence in science and man’s power to re- 
deem himself, yet secretly they feel that confidence is 
vain. ... Meanwhile want, ignorance, superstition, and 
fear still hold their sway over the lives of countless mil- 
lions ....” Against this dark background the Light of 
the World must be seen in its most glorious radiance! 
The Christian Church must prevent a “blackout” of this 
Light of the World. Keep it shining and civilization will 
survive! 

Dr. Stanley Jones says the need of the world is two- 
fold. “Many of the certainties have faded out of the in- 
ner life of the modern man. .. . He wishes he could be- 
lieve, for life without the Great Companion has a certain 
loneliness about it. ... The social order upon which he 
has leaned and thought so secure is going to pieces 
around him. He feels the need of something that will 
put foundation under the social order.’ America’s de- 
mocracy rests upon the foundation laid in the faith of 
our fathers, faith in the sacredness of human person- 
ality and in a just God who would have all people know 
the Truth that can make them free. Christian Mission 
is that Truth on the offensive! This is the hour! 


These Are Our People 

America is an ideal field for Christian Missions. 
Here we find people from all parts of the world. Here 
they have come in escaping oppression or in the quest 
for a higher standard of living. Here there is freedom 
of speech and the right to worship God according to 
the dictates of one’s conscience. Here dictatorships have 
not closed the door to the mission enterprise. Here we 
find people caught up in the whirl of world events— 
people who have lost their jobs in the depression; many 
who have drifted into crime. Here Christianity must 
meet the test of war psychology that would mass the 
man-power of our nation behind machines of destruc- 
tion. Here women and children pray that love and sym- 
pathy might prevail that they may not be the victims of 
the cruel passions of mankind. Here we find young 
people with all the ideologies of the world laid out be- 
fore them. What emphasis will be given the Christian 
Creed in their lives? 

As we make a quick survey of this country we find 
that there is no place where the Gospel of Christ is not 
needed for the solution of social problems, the raising 
of the standard of living, the adjustment of social and 
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industrial and economic differences, the suppression of 
racial antipathies. Human welfare is the field of the 
Church’s labor, not the market place. The highest serv- 
ice a Church leader can render is not in the balancing 
of the Church’s budget but in the mission of putting 
Christ into the hearts and minds of people. No mem- 
ber of the Church dare be inactive in the field of Chris- 
tian Missions. If we hold our breath, we die; if we hold 
to ourselves the grace of the Lord Jesus ‘Christ His 
power unto salvation, our churches will die. 


We can think of the many classes of people who 
challenge the Home Missionary in our country. Many 
Jews are coming to our country. Here is a field of in- 
creasing responsibilities. The Gospel of Christ is a Gos- 
pel for the oppressed and persecuted. The American 
Negro, underprivileged as he is, is receiving the ministry 
of the Church. Through Christian education their stand- 
ard of living is being raised. There are now 2,500,000 
negro children in school. In the Blue Ridge Mountains 
the mountaineer awaits the program of Christian edu- 
cation which the Church is bringing to his door. Berea 
College in Kentucky, the Asheville Farm School, and 
the Konnarock Training School are strong factors in the 
Home Mission Enterprise. Out into the West we go 
and there with the American Negro and with the Chinese 
and the Japanese we find the Missionaries working. Into 
the congested slum districts of the cities we move and 
there we find the Home Missionary knocking at the 
door of homes where little children have not known the 
happiness of childhood and where the clouds of crime 
have fallen. These are our people. 


This Is Our Strategy 

Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers, pastor of Broadway 
Tabernacle, New York City, gives the following defini- 
tion of strategy: ‘Taking what you have and so apply- 
ing it as to accomplish what you want. In strategy then 
lies the difference between success and failure. The 
Christian Church must use strategy in the utilization of 
its resources so as to meet this strategic hour in Mis- 
sions with all the strength at her command. 


It was a strategic hour when Christ was born. The 
world had exhausted all other sources of human happi- 


ness. Men had not found salvation in philosophy and 
government. Greece and Rome could not be a Bethle- 
hem. Then Christ was born. The Love of God came in 


the hour of the world’s greatest need. God met that hour 
with all He had. He sent Jesus into the world to teach 
men how to live. Jesus at all times used Himself in 
such an unwavering faith and with such a strong love 
that He accomplished what He wanted even on a Cross! 
Before His ascension Christ taught His disciples the 
use of strategy, and a small group of men used all they 
had received from Christ and turned the world upside 
down. 


Today we must use that strategy in our Mission 
work, Christians have not used all they have received 
from Christ in the supreme task of the Church, to save 
souls from the powers of evil. If we had used our heri- 
tage, approximately half the population of this country 
would not be outside the Church today. We must be- 
come fully aware of all that we possess in our Christian 
Faith and then hurl it against the forces of evil with 
all the strength God provides us. 
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March 8, 1942 
Third Sunday, in Lent 
PERSONAL AMBITION OR HUMAN NEED 
(The Problem of Meeting Life) 


Luke 4:1-14 
Rey. Ralph W. Loew, Washington, D. C. 


One of the very real religious experiences which 
each of us must have is the discovery that Jesus is to 
be found at the heart of every problem. The trouble 
with a crisis is that it isolates. The man with the head- 
ache forgets that he lives in a world. The country with 
a problem forgets its place in history. So we try to 
“go it” alone. We say, “Jesus lived thousands of years 
ago and couldn’t be expected to give direction to us in 
our modern tragic times.” Yet civilization stood at the 
crossroads in those days, too. At the crossroad of all 
time stood that One Man. Travel down any road and 
you'll find Him ahead of you. Crises don’t just happen. 
They come as a result of human sin or greed or ambi- 
tion or selfishness or plans. The forces which cause the 
crises of our time, Jesus knew. He confronted them. He 
faced them out. He found the way through. And He, 
the Light of the World, points out that way to us. The 
purpose of the discussions of this month is to find a few 
of these important areas of conflict which we must con- 
front and find there how Jesus leads us through the 
moments of crisis. 


His Temptation 

The story of the Temptation is the story of life at 
the crossroads. Which should win out in life: Personal 
ambition or human need; popularity or the eternal voice 
of God; rule over kingdoms now or rule over the hearts 
of men through the years? Those were hard choices and 
it was no easy matter for that young man on the moun- 
taintop. He wrestled through and because_He came 
through you can trace that sense of purpose and re- 
sponsibility through the rest of His years. The Cross 
has added meaning, when you've viewed it from the 
Mount of Temptation. He had met temptation in all of 
its subtle forms. Forget the pictures you’ve seen of the 
devil dressed in red with a swinging fork. The devil is 
handsome. Temptation is subtle. It’s alluring. That 
makes it hard to choose. ‘The first step is half the way,” 
said Ovid. What we do to that first temptation sets a 
trend for the rest of life. 


What Comes of Temptation 

So this is the first fact to write down about Christ 
in crisis. It isn’t the fact of crisis that matters as much 
as what crisis can mean. Jesus took that moment of 
crisis and turned it into a moment of decision. His life 
took its direction because of the choices He had made 
there. These were large temptations, not lust or petty 
desire. You can tell a lot about a man by what tempts 
him and how he meets that moment. 


Personal Ambition 

Take the problem of personal ambition. An ambi- 
tionless man would be a dull fellow. Study the lives of 
the saints and you will find them to have been filled with 
ambition. Study the lives of the great scientists, bene- 
factors of mankind, the great students and workers— 
all of them had ambition. What made the difference 
between a man like Pasteur and a man like Napoleon, 
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a man like Grenfell and a man like Al Capone? All of 
them are men of normal desires but their lives are the 
stories of vastly different careers. 


Psychologists tell us that there are certain urges to 
be found in every person, saint or sinner. They are: 
1. The desire of recognition from others. 
2. The desire of affectionate response from others. 
3. The desire for security. 
_4. The desire for adventure. 


You might test your own decisions and see how 
these desires or urges work in your life. Examine the 
temptations of Jesus and see how He met these funda- 
mental human urges. 


Christ in Such a Crisis 

Jesus doesn’t deny these urges. He knew us better 
than we know ourselves. That’s the great contribution 
of the Christian faith. Here was a Person who lived 
with us, flesh of our flesh, who knows completely how 
we feel and think and act. So He comes to use us and 
make us what we ought to be. “I am come that ye might 
have life and have it more abundantly.” Therefore, He 
takes these urges of men and refines and directs them. 
He doesn’t say, don’t lay up treasures at all. He knew 
we'd want to lay up treasures. That’s a desire, a de- 
sire for security. He says, ‘Lay up treasures in heaven.” 
There’s real security. He doesn’t say, “Settle down to 
complacent living.’ He says, “Come, follow Me.” And 
when you start to follow Jesus you never know just 
where you’re coming out. You just know you'll know 
Him, and therefore life, better. That’s adventure. Study 
the lives of the disciples and see how Jesus took these 
fundamental urges of men and used them. He substi- 
tuted higher desires. 


Holding Ambition in Check 

Let personal ambition run riot on a low level and 
you have chaos. Use it, or let it be used, by high causes 
and you have the story of life at its best. Personal ambi- 
tion can take patriotism and make nationalism out of 
it. So family pride becomes snobbishness. So racial 
appreciation becomes racial bitterness. So church loyalty 
becomes denominational competition. Look at the front 
pages of newspapers and see how many decisions are 
made on the basis of personal or selfish ambition. 


How Jesus Directs Ambition 

What is Christianity’s contribution to this funda- 
mental urge in all of us? 

1. Jesus gives us a conception of what we really 
are.. All men are valuable. You can never treat life 
cheaply while you see it as Jesus did. Every person is 
the child of God, sons and heirs. 

2. So a man begins to understand himself. Chris- 
tian faith and trust can help us discover what we can do 
in the world, how we can be of use, where we can fit 
into the picture and make our contribution today. 

3. Christian faith enables us to see the needs of 
the world. What are the biggest needs today, if what 
Christ said and did are really true? What makes life 
cheap? What keeps people from being what they ought 
to be? How can our human skills, used by His great 
causes bring men close to God? 

So He shows us what life really is, what our talents 
are, and how we can take those talents of ours and 
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meet the needs of the world in which we live. Dr. 
Ralph Sockman once said it well: “A doctor serves to 
keep us alive. Our Divine Physician serves to keep us 
alive to more things.” He gives us the ability to just 
find more in life. So by losing ourselves in His causes 
we find ourselves. 


Looking At Our Crisis 

Canon Donaldson of England said that the crisis 
of our modern world centers about these seven sins. 
See how personal ambition or human need affects these 
problems. 

Policies without principles 

Wealth without work. 

Pleasure without conscience. 

Knowledge without character. 

Industry without morality. 

Science without humanity. 

Worship without sacrifice. 

—From Rice, ‘Diagnosing Today,” 1932 (Abingdon) 

Our greatest problems today center in whether we 
can discover the secret of power with people instead of 
authority over them; sharing with men instead of try- 
ing to lord it over them. Christianity’s great contribu- 
tion to this present age of crisis is to rear up men of 
character and integrity who can use their finest skills 
for Christ’s highest ambitions. Doctors, lawyers, techni- 
cians, professional people, farmers, workers, government 
leaders, clerks—who are the best possible workers in 
their field. They need to be the best. They need to have 
their best put at the disposal of Christ. And that means 
meeting every human need we can discover, understand- 
ing this world, and the community in which you live, 
and meeting that need with all you have. 

“Who are our real aristocrats? The real aristocrats 
of life are the choice spirits who find their lives by los- 
ing them; who transfer their major interests in life from 
self to others; who look upon life as an opportunity to 
live and love and serve, whether it be in the affairs of 
the commonplace or in some place of higher distinction; 
who see life not as a mirror, where they may behold 
the reflection of their own little image in everything 
they do, but as a window through which they discover 
others in need of their help He is the elect of 
Earth and of his kind is the kingdom of Heaven.” 


—Fred Taylor Wilson 
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March 15, 1942 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 


AN IMPERIAL CROWN OR THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD 


(The Problem of How to be Christian) 
John 6;1-15 
Rey. Ralph W. Loew, Washington, D. C. 

One of the hardest of religious problems is that of 
trying to define the Kingdom of God. The best we can 
do is to describe it. Defining it is like trying to define 
love, or beauty or truth. 

Scientists tell us of sounds which the human ear 
cannot hear. They are the notes of the highest pitch 
where the vibrations are most rapid. That means that 
we are all. deaf to some notes. But we are also deaf to 
some of life’s highest calls. We know what we mean 
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when we talk about force. “I’ll make him do it.” That’s 
one of the low notes. What about the rule of love? 
There are the high notes which Jesus heard and He 
spent His life telling the disciples and His hearers 
what these notes could mean to their lives. 


Crisis Because of Low Notes 

Jesus was looking over the spires of cities and see- 
ing the stretches of kingdoms. Now just to be the 
ruler over all of these and determine the policies of 
government! Think of the good you could do! It would 
take force to bring some to it but then one could handle 
these. Maybe He could use legions of angels. He could 
be like the many kings of history, “King of kings, De- 
fender of the faith.’ Just listening to such notes brought 
a crisis to Christ’s life. He had to decide what notes 
He’d listen to. And there were the higher notes—the 
notes of love, the notes of eternity, the notes of king- 
doms built on hearts instead of force. So Jesus turned 
His back on imperial crowns and told men of the king- 
dom of God. 

How He Described It 

Read the parables of Jesus. There you have His 
description of the kingdom of God. It is like a grain 
of mustard seed (Mark 4:3-32). It is like a man sow- 
ing seed (Mark 4:26-29). It is like leaven or yeast 
(Luke 13:20,21). It is like an householder who hired 
men to come and work in his field (Matthew 20:1-16). 
It is like ten virgins who took their lamps, five being 
wise and five foolish (Matthew 25). It is like a father 
waiting for his boy, a woman hunting a lost coin, a 
shepherd seeking his sheep (Luke 15). 


’ The Finest Description 


The finest description of the Kingdom of God is 
in just what Jesus was and is, what He did and is do- 


ing. This is the Christian’s advantage. He can say, 
“Look at Jesus.” We don’t bring in the kingdom. We 
help and prepare the way and work at it. But don’t 


look at us. Look at Jesus and what .He can do with 
us. See what He is doing with men to enable them to 
hear the high notes. When a man really hears the high 
notes he will say, as did Charles Spurgeon, “I looked 
at Jesus and He looked at me and we were one forever.” 


Lasting Values 

Our problems center about a confusion of values. 
What is really worth while? It looks as though force 
is successful these days. Here’s a man who doesn’t pre- 
tend to be Christian and he seems to get along well and 
enjoy life, too. Here is a nation which flaunts Christian 
principles but seems to succeed. The Archbishop of 
York recently said that just here is our greatest prob- 
lem. He is afraid that life is becoming like a store 
where a mischievous boy has broken in and taken all of 
the tags on the articles and mixed them up. So a 10- 
cent article has a 5-dollar tag hanging on it. And a 
S-dollar article has a 10-cent tag hanging on it. What 
does life mean in our world? What does honesty mean? 
What does the sense of responsibility mean? Are our 
people of today losing sight of the eternal kingdoms of 
God because they see the imperial crowns of the present? 
Are these high notes or the low ones? 


Believing in the Kingdom 
The Christian’s problem is in discovering that he 
will not bring in the Kingdom by being a part of a 
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nagging Gospel. Not by saying, “Don’t do: this” or 
“Don’t do that,” do we make our communities pure. 
We need legal safeguards but we need higher compul- 
sions than that. You can always get by on the inside 
of the law without keeping the full spirit of it. So 
Paul spent much of his time explaining how we need 
to live above that spirit of just keeping within the law. 
We're not school children but free men of character and 
responsibility. We're not like servants or slaves, but 
sons. Faith in this Kingdom of God gives a new sense 
of freedom and adventure to any life. 


The Kingdom Dawns Through Persons 

Many a man who can’t understand the descriptions 
of the Kingdom can understand the meaning of a per- 
son’s life. There were men who believed in God be- 
cause David Hume believed. The students in Edin- 
borough used to say that they believed in the Christian 
way of life because of Marcus Dodds. When Philips 
Brooks walked down Boston streets, men’s hearts were 
lighter and they believed because of Philips Brooks. 
Persons of such faith and life inspire others to an equal 
faith and life. This is true of each of us. Every one of 
us has someone who cares for us. That means a sphere 
of influence. Every one of us is seen by others. That 
means a responsibility. Every one of us lives in a world 
of people. Think of those early followers of Jesus in 
Antioch being called “Christian.” Think of those first 
century Christians being described as “what the soul 
is to the body so the Christians are to the world.” 
(Diognetus) Think of the finest people you’ve ever 
known—a school teacher, or a minister, or your parents 
—someone who made you feel cleaner and made you 
want to live up to your best. The kingdom was dawn- 
ing through such a person. 

“As one lamp lights another, nor grows less, 


So nobleness enkindleth nobleness.” 
—LOWELL 


The Kingdom Dawns Through Causes 

Persons find their inspirations not just as individuals 
but when they’ve been linked together. So Jesus called 
His disciples and inspired a fellowship and sent them 
out to work. Their fellowship wasn’t the kingdom but 
the kingdom came through that fellowship. They founded 
congregations and built churches. That didn’t mean that 
these organizations were the kingdom but the kingdom 
could dawn through those congregations. As Dr. Carl 
Rasmussen of Gettysburg Seminary puts it: “When you 
hold a compass in your hand, the needle will waver and 
tremble and you will think that you can never find 
your way with it—until you discover that the trembling 
is coming from your nervous hands. The general direc- 
tion of the wavering needle is north. The general di- 
rection of the trembling church has been toward the 
kingdom of God. It has kept alive the idea of the 
Kingdom in the mind of the world.” Churches and in- 
dividual Christians today, by listening to the high causes 
and not temporary success or failure, are keeping alive 
the idea of the Christ of love in lands all around the 
world. 

In London, during the bombings, there was one 
man who left his shambles of a home in the morning 
and returned at night to find that the ote room left in 
the house which could be inhabited, had been swept 
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clean and made livable. Quakers had been there in the 
day and given their time and energy toward this work 
of reconstruction. That man squared his shoulders, 
“Now I can live again.” Read such books as. Joy 
Homer’s “Dawn over China,’ and hear the modern 
stories of missionaries who keep the faith and enable 
men to believe in Christ despite the temporary success 
of the war machines. What about Ghandi’s appeal, or 
Kagawa’s? 

“Christ claims our help in many a strange guise: 

Now fever-ridden on a bed he lies; 

Homeless he wanders beneath the stars; 

Now counts the number of his prison bats; 

Now bends beside us, crowned with hoary hairs; 

No need have we to climb the heavenly stairs; 

And press our kisses on his feet and hands; 

In every man that suffers, he the Man of Sorrows stands.” 

—Author Unknown 
Today 

Today the Kingdom of God is still made up of 
those who believe in Christ and try to do His will. Read 
again Luther’s definition of the Third Article of the 
Creed. Then think of the story which appeared recently 
in our news articles of a group of men and women who 
stood in the ruins of a church on Easter morning and 
sang, “The Church’s One Foundation Is Jesus Christ 
Her Lord.” Men in every land in our world keep 
faith in spite of imperial crowns or force. Think of the 
Lutherans in lands around the world where they are 
not allowed to worship openly but who still keep the 
faith, The Kingdom was real to Jesus. He made it real 
to men. Our responsibility is to make it real to our 
day and generation. 

- ok k 
March 22, 1942 
Passion Sunday 
ESCAPE OR THE CROSS 
(The Problem of Leadership) 
Mark 14:46-53 
Rev. Ralph W. Loew, Washington, D. C. 

“Choices are the hinges of destiny,” said Edwin 
Markham. That truth is vividly illustrated in the con- 
trast of two persons as related by Mark in the brief 
Scripture suggested as the background for this discus- 
sion. Each of these persons was meeting a crisis. Each 
had to make a choice. One was coming to the end of 
His career. The other was a young man, and of him 
we know little. Tradition says that he was John Mark. 
It’s entirely possible, for only Mark mentions the inci-. 
dent. Later, in the Book of Acts, we read of John 
Mark leaving Paul and Barnabas on the first missionary 
journey and hurrying home. But Mark came through, 
fought out his battles with himself and in the end was 
true to Paul, companion to Peter, writer of the Gospel 
which bears his name—true to his best self and true to 
his Christ. John Mark had tried to escape but he had 
seen a Man once. The Man he’d seen could have es- 
caped, but didn’t. He’d seen them take this Man, and 
then came the days of torture as he heard the disciples 
tell of those last agonizing moments, of the prayer in 
the Garden, of the trial, the suffering, the crucifixion. 


Why Did Jesus Die? 
This was and is the problem in the minds of men. 
Jesus was young and clean and clear-eyed. “He doeth 
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all things well,” men had said of Him. But He was all 
a growing menace to things as they were. Was He 
going to upset all of the established ways of doing 
things? High priests and temple functionaries were wor- 
ried about that. The conflict grew. In the end they 
hung Him on a cross. But why did He choose that way? 
We've never fully answered that question. We can but 
suggest some of the reasons, and the few that men have 
learned are so profound and so real that they have kept 
that Cross high before the eyes of men as one of the 
most fascinating symbols of all ages. “The Cross is the 
guarantee of the Gospel, therefore, it has been its 
standard.” (Amiel) 

1. He loved mankind. His whole life and teaching 
were given over to that love. He wanted them to know 
always of their true worth in the eyes of God, and what 
therefore, they could become. If men would kill Him, 
then He would go to a Cross. Out of that, men learned 
that “God so loved the World that He gave His only 
begotten Son that whosoever believeth on Him should 
have eternal life.” 

2. He had taught His disciples to give themselves 
utterly to His cause. “Except a corn of wheat fall into 
the ground and died,” He had said. He believed that 
man’s greatest contribution to life came only in utter 
unselfish and loving service. When the Cross became 
inevitable, He showed His followers what they could 
do with their lives. 

3. He had witnessed sin and suffering. He had 
told people of good and purity. Men weren’t able to 
come on their own strength to an understanding of this 
God of love. So He brought men to God through the 
strange way of a Cross. 

4. He had seen sin; therefore He had seen tragedy 
at the heart of the world. Everywhere He saw men in 
their crisis moments. Because of that Cross and His 
death men could never again go through tragedy and 
feel that He wasn’t with them. He’d met every expe- 
rience of mankind now, and won. 

5. Christ gave men a new idea of a Kingdom. It 
was not a rule of this earth or dependent on money or 
armies or political power. So now He went to a Cross 
and they killed Him. There was an open tomb three 
days later and men learned that you could nail a man 
to a cross and not kill the -idea and force and power 
of the Kingdom. He had lifted it from all boundaries 
of race or geography. He had shown us that it was 
universal and eternal. 

These are but five of the many reasons Jesus went 
to a cross. Read the stories in the New Testament and 
then write down your estimate of Jesus’ life and teach- 
ing. That’s your personal confession of faith. That’s 
why you think He had to make His choice, and so give 
men the sense of meaning to life. 


Suppose He Had Escaped 

Suppose that He had chosen the easy way. Sup- 
pose He’d have hidden Himself for a few days and 
then reappeared with His friends. Suppose He’d have 
escaped the cross. What do you think would have been 
the result of His life and work? Would men refer to 
Him as Saviour or just another teacher? One man has 
suggested that if he had escaped, you would find the 
name of Jesus written in the encyclopedias with this 
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brief comment: Jesus of Nazareth. Born of humble 
Jewish parents. He claimed to be the Messiah of the 
Jewish people. He gathered a few disciples and pro- 
fessed to perform miracles. His teachings were of high 
order. He lived to an old age. The doctrines which He 
taught never took root. At last He died in obscurity.” 
It might have been that way. 


“Of all the sad words of tongue or pen 
The saddest are these: It might have been.” 


Leadership and Escape 
If he’d not met the Cross, Jesus would have for- 

feited His leadership of men. He’d given them the idea 
of forgetting everything, even personal safety. Trace the 
story of Christianity through the centuries. Read the 
stories of men who have forgotten themselves into 
eternity. List the names of the great benefactors of 
mankind. They are people who have looked at this 
Jesus and followed His leadership. If He had escaped, 
men would have spoken of Him as Browning spoke of 
a lost leader: 

We that had loved him so, followed him, honored him, 

Lived in his mild magnificent eye, 

Learned his great language, caught his clear accents, 

Made him pattern to live and to die. 


Life’s night begins: let him never come back to us; 
There would be doubt, hesitation, pain, 

Forced praise on our part—the glimmer of twilight, 
Never glad confident morning again. 


Leadership demands self-forgetfulness. 


A Story 
A humble peasant once met the great Saint Francis 
of Assisi. “Art thou really Brother Francis of Assisi?” 
he asked. 
“Yes,” answered the Monk. 


“Try, then, oh try,” urged the peasant, “to be as 
good as all think thee to be, because many have great 
faith in thee, and therefore I admonish thee to be noth- 
ing less than people hope of thee.” 


Choices 

The world faces great choices today. The conflict 
between ideologies, between fascism and communism 
and democracy, is a conflict of choice. Each of us con- 
sciously or unconsciously decides which ideal of life is 
ours. If we claim to be Christian, then that decision 
guides every choice we make. The question is not shall 
we live or die? The question is really, shall we be true 
to our faith or not? “Choose ye this day whom ye will 
serve.” Christianity doesn’t just point out values. It 
wants those values to prevail. “The true value of a man 
is in how he lifts the value of all men.” (Harnack) 


Secretly Armed 

Allen Hunter, writing in a new book entitled “Se- 
cretly Armed,” tells of his love of the tall Sequoias 
which have stood through the centuries. They had de- 
fied all of the elements and had won through. They 
were secretly armed, said Mr. Hunter. “There are people 
like that. They are secretly armed against all death’s 
endeavor. The security they enjoy with them is not 
the result of magic ... It is the result of conditions 
steadfastly fulfilled.” 
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March 29, 1942 
Palm Sunday 
THE CROWD OR CONSCIENCE 


(The Problem of Popularity) 
Mark 11:1-11 
Rev. Ralph W. Loew, Washington, D. C. 

Most moderns don’t seem to be concerned with the 
problems of what to do with popularity. Our problem 
is rather, how to become popular. Magazine articles, 
famous books and expensive courses of lessons are de- 
voted to the problem of developing personalities that 
are charming and interesting. Yet in the end, face this 
crisis problem. When the crowd or public opinion 
seems to indicate one way of thinking or action, and a 
still, small voice presents the other, which voice will 
we hear? A soul can stand at the crossroads facing this 
problem. 

Jesus and Crowds 

A fascinating study which rewards one with a rare 
view of Jesus’ character is watching His reactions to 
crowds. Wherever He went crowds came. They noted 
that He had spoken with authority. They witnessed 
the works of healing. They were amazed at His under- 
standing. They couldn’t understand Him. But they were 
aware of the magnificence of His spirit. “All the city 
was gathered together.” And again, “All are seeking 
thee.” And again, “He forbade them to tell anyone.” 
Sidney Weston has indicated the problem that came to 
Jesus as He confronted these crowds: 

1. People were always with Him. Therefore, He 
had to slip away from them to be alone or to be with 
His disciples. Crowds tax strength and time. 

2. The people were more anxious to witness works 
of wonder than to hear. Many times they seemed to be 
just curious. To one who was bringing a way of life 
to mankind, a crowd of the curious was not what He 
would call success. 

3. There was a growing belief that in Him there 
was the Messiah. People were interpreting this to mean 
that He should be their King, the long-awaited Leader 
who would overthrow their bondage and free them. 

It was difficult for the disciples to understand Jesus’ 
reaction to such problems. When He slipped away, or 
refused to be acclaimed as King, it seemed to them that 
He was denying the very thing for which. He was giv- 
ing His life. Just when He seemed to have won, He 
would turn away. Difficult as it was to understand, Jesus 
had something to teach us concerning our relationships 
with crowds. 


Winning Friends and Influencing People 

The problem of winning friends is more than just 
the development of pleasantries. It’s more than ami- 
ability. True influence on people is through strength 
of character rather than apparent popularity. Try this 
test on people in school, or in the office. A young man 
may win votes and appear to be popular, while a quieter 
classmate breathes a strength and quality which really 
influences. In the town of Ipswich, Massachusetts, there 
stands a fountain dedicated to a 16-year-old lad. Noth- 
ing indicated concerning the achievements of the young 
man. But the lines which describe his life tell in a 
moving way of his honest life and healing spirit, “like 
a bugle call.” So this is it: It is the man of Christian 
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conscience who influences people. He calls as a bugle: 
let us obey God rather than men. 


Keeping a Conscience Alert 

Consciences can be dulled in a crowd. When every- 
one else is talking one thing, it’s hard to be a “glorious 
minority.” Just being in the minority isn’t the thing. 
One can be stubborn, or dull, or anti-social and be in 
the minority. It’s the reason for being in the minority 
that counts. 

Consciences can be bewildered by the crowd. Most 
of our problems don’t seem to be completely black or 
white, completely right or wrong. There’s such a con- 
fusion of issues. Some people seem to be good and do 
one thing. Other people, equally good, seem to do an- 
other. (i. e., problems of war or peace, labor and capital.) 

Consciences can be changed by crowds. Some peo- 
ple are like chameleons. They do in Rome as the Romans 
and in America as the Americans. You never see them 
stand out of a crowd. Think through this problem: Do 
people do in crowds what they wouldn’t do alone? 


When a Crowd Can Help 
Some crowds or groups or fellowships can help con- 
sciences. Living with thoughtful people can make one 
more thoughtful. Living with artistic people can give 
one a finer sense of appreciation of the beautiful. Liv- 
ing with Christian people can sharpen one’s conscience 
and make one alert to more things in life. The great 
movements of Christian history, from the days of the 
disciples, through the age of the Reformation and down 
to the present, have been nurtured and furthered by 
groups or fellowships. Such groups helped keep con- 
sciences—individual and social—alert. What groups to- 
day keep the conscience of a city alert? If Christians 
don’t speak, who will take the initiative? A Christian is 
responsible to God not only for what he can do but how 

he can help or inspire others to do good. 


Does It Pay, To Be Popular? 

The story of the life of Jesus is the life of a man 
who dies on a Cross, deserted by most of His friends 
and followers. Yet the popular leaders of His day have 
long since been forgotten while the Spirit of Christ is 
a light across the bloom of our present world. Jesus 
didn’t want to be just admired by people. He had a 
Cause for them to give themselves to. Jesus didn’t want 
people’s flattery. He wanted their hearts and heads and 
hands. Jesus didn’t want palms of victory or parades. 
He wanted men and women to give themselves com- 
pletely to a new way of life. Who are the popular peo- 
ple today, the best known? How many of them do you 
think will be remembered through the years? Think 
of artists, scientists, leaders who have died unknown. 
What of the people today who are unknown to us but 
who will be remembered by history? What makes a man 
influential? 

A Note To Youth 

One of the most difficult things to get into one’s 
thinking is that not everyone will like us. Read Dorothy 
Canfield’s article, “I Do Not Like Thee, Dr. Fell,” in the 
February issue of Reader’s Digest. We've succeeded in 
handling some of our most real problems when we give 
ourselves to living without measuring our success or 
failure on popular acclaim, We all have the desire for 
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recognition. Jesus asks us to look for that recognition 
from the highest places. Palms disappear in a hurry. 
We remember Jesus not for the recognition of Palm 
Sunday. We remember Him for what He had taught and 
lived. We remember Him as Saviour and Master. The 
acclaim was incidental. Carlyle once said that those 
who would know others intimately must fulfill two laws. 
They must identify themselves with the other person 
and surrender themselves to him. When we fulfill these 
two laws with Jesus, He speaks through us. We can 
move in any crowd then as the incarnation of Christ- 
likeness. 
A Test 

“Whatever weakens your reason, impairs the ten- 
derness of your conscience, obscures your sense of God, 
or takes off the relish of spiritual things, that is sin in 
you.’—Susanna Wesley. 
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WINDFALLS 
“Match brings breezes loud and shtill, 
Stirs the dancing daffodil.” 

This little ditty gives us what we might call the 
tone of March; the tone (or-character) of March, whose 
breezes might bring a “windfall.” 

The story is told that during the time of William 
the Conqueror, it was a criminal offense to cut timber 
in the forests. Only such wood as had been blown 
down by the wind could be gathered. Imagine the peas- 
ants sitting shivering by their deadened fires waiting for 
the wind to blow in order that they might have a few 
sticks of wood to bring these deadened fires back to life. 
It is no wonder that a heavy windstorm was hailed by 
these peasants as so much good luck and produced the 
word “windfall” from whence comes our modern inter- 
pretation of the word. 


In the Bible the operation of the Holy Spirit is 
sometimes compared to the blowing of the wind. In 
John 3:8 we read, “The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth, so is every one 
that is born of the Spirit.” 


Under present world conditions The Luther League 
of America is faced with a situation somewhat similar 
to the peasants during the time of William the Con- 
queror. Unless a “windfall” comes through the stirring 
of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of youth and especially 
of those interested in youth, the Sustaining Member- 
ship Fund will become a deadened fire. Only those who 
are “born of the Spirit’ can be counted upon to con- 
tinue their interest in the things of the Spirit. Are you 
one of these persons? If so, help the March breezes 
to blow through the Luther League Headquarters, 405 
Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Penna., by sending 
in that $1 Contributing or $5 or more Loyalty, Alumni, 
Gift or Memorial Membership at once. 

MILDRED GARTELMANN 
Chairman, Sustaining Membership Committee 
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COVER PICTURE 


1941 Confirmation Class at St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church, Philadelphia, Penna., Rev. Clarence W. Rhoda, 
Pastor. 
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BEING PREPARED 

(Continued from Page 4) 
tion and balance. It will not spend all the time on a 
single and subordinate phase of the subject. It will not 
miss connections with the purpose for which the meet- 
ing is called and will not end with the main business of 
the evening untouched and unreached. 

The leader must remember in planning his pro- 
gram that there must be cooperation. The leader is 
only the leader, he is not the whole meeting. And if 
he does not secure followers, how is he the leader? Every 
meeting should have as many participants as there are 
people in the meeting, whose work has been planned 
for them by the leader. The more people who can be 
enlisted in the preparation for the meeting, the better 
the meeting will be, and the better the feeling on the 
part of all who shared in it. 

The leader’s program must be alluring. A very large 
part of the meeting’s value will be in its power to cap- 
ture the attention of those who have not been formally 
invited to do anything. One way to capture the atten- 
tion is to make an appeal through the eye of the audi- 
ence as well as through the ear. A big sheet of paper or 
a blackboard with questions on the topic displayed 
thereon will do more to hold the attention of the meet- 
ing to the leader and the subject than thirty minutes 
of eloquence. 

So, if you would be a good leader and have a good 
meeting, prepare early, independently, and intelligently. 
Have a program that is definite, cooperative, alluring. 
Let us plan to be good leaders and have good meetings. 

I'll be seeing you next month with some more ideas 
for your meetings. 


Fk k fb 
WE MISS YOU WHEN YOU ARE NOT HERE 
This is our loss as a church. 
It is yours, too, isn’t it? 
After all, the church does mean a lot to us all. 
When we do not go we lose something that we need 
which really makes our work go better. ° 
It is not the same when we let Sunday go by and do not 
attend a service. 
The seeking of God in worship strengthens every good 
resolve. 
The fellowship of other Christian people warms our 
hearts. 
Facing up to the Master’s power and presence comforts, 
cheers and encourages us. 
We need to go to church. 
It’s a habit—they say—this going to church. 
Yes; but it’s a good habit—a right habit! 
A good habit is an asset as much as a bad habit is a 
liability. 
If you have had the asset of this good habit, don’t 
lose it: 
For your own sake, 
For your family’s sake, 
For your friends’ sake, 
For the Master’s sake, 
For the sake of a better city and a better world. 
Sunday is God’s day. It should be kept for the great 
things of the soul. 
Don’t let us—or the Master miss you—_ - 
Come next Sunday. 
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CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA SYNOD 


As the key words of the nation are “All Out for Defense,” 
the Leaguers of the Central Pennsylvania Synod are all marching 
forward under the Christian banner and are all doing their best to 
win more of the youth of the Church into their Army of Luther 
Leaguers. As news calls flash from one corner of the Synod to the 
other, activity seems to be the password throughout the Districts 
as they prepare for their spring and summer activities. 


York District. Life Service Conference held February 12th, in 
Advent Lutheran Church, York, Rey. Ralph Lind, pastor. The 
program was in charge of Miss Dorcas Miller, Life Service Secre- 
tary ot the York District; Rev. Howard O. Walker, from St. Peter’s 
Church, York, was the speaker. 


Youth Rally 


The Intermediate and Senior Groups of the York District are 
making plans for the holding of a combined Youth Rally during the 
second week in April. A devotional program, special music, enter- 
tainmeut. youth discussion and refreshments will combine to make 
this is an interesting, worthwhile program. Rally is to be held at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Spring Grove, Rev. Ralph Robinson, Pastor. 


Social Missions Work 


A Social Missions Service was held in the York County Jail 
on Sunday afternoon, March Ist, with Rev. S. L. Hench of Dallas- 
town, as the speaker. These services are held each month under the 
Social Missions Department of the York District Luther League. 


Philadelphia District. Philadelphia hit the top again during 
their annual Live Wire Dinner. What a mob! What a meal! What 
a speaker! What fun! Yes, scores of Leaguers from the Minis- 
terium of Pennsylvania and the Central Pennsylvania Synod Luther 
League groups whooped it up at the annual Live Wire Dinner at 
Strawbridge & Clothier Restaurant on February 12th. Judge James 
F. Henninger was the unusually good speaker and Gifford Hale was 
the toastmaster. 

MAYNARD P. FUHRMAN, Publicity Chairman 


NEW YORK 
Unity Dinners 

Greetings to Luther Leaguers everywhere from the Leaguers of 
New York State, and for this writing we have the theme of Unity, 
for on November 3rd over 1,000 met at nine District Dinners for the 
sixth successive time. Our aim in making this annual dinner the 
symbol of unified thought and action was well carried out by the 
Program under the direction of Chairman Rowland Pearson of 
Syracuse with the theme, “It Is Now Later Than You Think.” 
The theme was divided into three parts for discussion at individual 
dinners by Leaguers: “Is the ‘Church Upholding Its Principles?” 
“The Church’s Strategy in a Crisis’ and “‘The Church’s Distinctive 
Function in Era of Reconstruction.” Also on the program were 
greetings from the State President, Daniel Lehmann, and from the 
Districts, one to another; also a Social Hour and Fellowship Clos- 
ing Circle. 

And now let’s see what correspondents from the field have to 
report on the Unity Dinner in their Districts. 

Rhinebeck District, joined by Tri-County District, enjoyed an 
attendance of 300 Leaguers at St. John’s, Manorton. Speakers on 
the theme were Dorothy Calder, Lillian Rowe and Hugo Pruter. 
Mrs. J. E. Ried was chairman. 

Genesee Valley District met at Zion, Rochester, and enjoyed its 
usual steady attendance, this time 133. Interesting talks were given 
on the theme by Dorothy Boncke, Webster; Paul G. Lange, Re- 
deemer. Rochester; and Rev. Alfred Schroder, Christ, Rochester. 
Norma Altemoos, Chairman, was assisted by Carl Recklinghausen 
and Homer Krautwurst. 

Long Island District, with an attendance of 125, was joined by 
the State’s newest District, South Shore, for this District’s best 
‘Unity Dinner attendance. Speakers were William Deitz, Dorothy 
Dittmer and Everett Jensen. 

Syracuse District met at Zion, Syracuse, with 112 Leaguers 
-present. The three parts of the theme were well presented and the 
social hour was quite hilarious, but overshadowed by the inspira- 
tional Fellowship Closing Circle. 

Mohawk Valley District—60 Leaguers heard talks given by 
Robert Hahn, Janet Boutilier and Norman Rockwell. Carl Brucker 
-and Florence Agne led other parts of a much enjoyed evening’s 
-program. 

Eastern District, 
_Leaguers present this year. 


usually the leader in attendance, had 60 
The Rally (without dinner) was held 
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at Friendship House, First Lutheran Church, Albany, and Donald 
Krieger was Chairman. 


Westchester District—49 Leaguers attended at Scarsdale, Dorothy 
Brocking, White Plains; Erma Christiansen, New Rochelle and 
Lloyd Rice, Mamaroneck, were the speakers. The Social Hour, led 
by President Fred Weidt, was much enjoyed. 


Western District Dinner, held in Buffalo, attracted 59 Leaguers. 
Dr. John Fleck, pastor of Parkside Lutheran Church, gave the 
evening’s address. Eric Beu of Redeemer Church, Buffalo, was 
chairman. 


Brooklyn District held its Unity Dinner at Grace Church. The 
program fitted in well with that District’s 50th Anniversary cele- 
bration. Three Leaguers presented the three parts of the State 
theme in a fitting manner and the entire program was enthusiastical- 
ly participated in. 


Thus we end the tour of our Districts and feel quite unified in 
our State as the result of our Sixth Annual Unity Dinner. We 
look forward to our 1942 Dinner, especially since it means only 
one more "Unity Dinner before the Luther Leaguers of America 
will be at Unity with us to celebrate our 50th Anniversary at their 
24th Biennial Convention at Rochester. Are you counting the 
months? Are you saving your dimes and nickels? Are you telling 
other Leaguers about it? New York State Leaguers are! 


And in closing, we might add just a brief paragraph, a roman- 
tical one at that. Remember our ACNY Bug? Well, he’s a sort of 
first cousin of the Love Bug, and among many marriages and en- 
gagements of Luther Leaguers, he tells us of the engagement of 
our 1943 National Convention Chairman, Frederick MHolderle, of 
Rochester and Dorothy Boehn, a Luther Leauer of St. John’s 
Church, Brooklyn. 


Until next month, then R. R. (Remember Rochester) ! 


—CLARENCE L. NEUN 
Publicity Secretary, 
Luther League of New York State 


MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Synod Plans Convention 


The Third Annual Convention of the Ministerium of Pennsyl- 
vania Luther League will be held Wednesday, through Friday, July 
15-17, in Augustus Lutheran Church, Trappe, and in Ursinus Col- 
lege, Collegeville. 

“Ecclesia Plantanda’”’ (‘“‘The Church Must Be Planted’’))—Soil 
—Seed—Servants—will be the Convention theme. The Chaplain will 
be Rev. Israel Yost, pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Farmers- 
ville. Among the highlights in the three-day program will be the 
Fellowship Breakfasts, an Intermediate Rally, a Pilgrimage to the 
grave of the Muhlenbergs, and discussion groups session on the 
departmental work of the Luther League. 

Because of its magnificent success at the two previous conven- 
tions thus meriting repetition, a discussion groups session on ‘Youth 
Problems”? will again be a special feature of the convention. The 
only change will be in the subjects and discussion leaders. Topics 
for discussion will include, “Choosing a Career,’ “Worship,” ‘‘The 
Bible in My Life,’’ and ‘Christian Symbolism.” 

The Allentown Conference Luther League conducted a Worker’s 
Conference on two separate evenings during January. They were 
well attended and a better knowledge of the work of the “Luther 
League was attained by all who were present. 

The German Conference Luther League celebrated the Second 
Anniversary of their organization with a service January 11, at St. 
Jacobus Lutheran Church, Philadelphia. 

The Norristown Conference Luther League is eagerly awaiting 
and planning to entertain the Ministerium Luther League at its 
Third Annual Convention. 

On Thursday evening, February 12th, the Philadelphia Con- 
ference League of the Ministerium joined the Leaguers of the 
Philadelphia District of the Central Pennsylvania Luther League in 
their Annual Live Wire Dinner. The Honorable Judge James F. 
Henninger, Allentown, a prominent layman of the Lutheran Church, 
was the speaker. The dinner was held in the main dining room of 
Strawbridge & Clothier, Philadelphia. 


Luther League Retreat 
Plans were formulated at a recent meeting by the Committee for 
the Luther League Retreat to be held next August 22 to 25, inclu- 
sive, at Camp Hagen, Shawnee-on-the-Delaware. The theme chosen 
will be “The Lasting Things.” 
—RUTH BORGER, Publicity Secretary 
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For Your Reading 


A New Study Book 


“The Deacon and Worship,” by Rev. Amos John 
Traver, D.D. A study book for church councilmen. 
Write to United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 
Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. Price, 20 cents per copy; 
6 for 90 cents; $1.75 per dozen. 

Worship is primarily an attitude of mind and heart 
which enables us best to have a personal contact with 
God. It is, therefore, important that we learn more about 
worship by which we may express the reverent attitude 
within us. In the congregation there are those who have 
been assigned the responsibility for guiding the worsnip 
life of the members. This responsibility is not only 
delegated to the pastor but likewise entrusted to the 
members of the church council. This book was pre- 
pared and published not only to aid the church. council- 
man in fulfilling one of his duties, but also to become 
more intelligent and devout in fulfilling the duties of 
his office. The book covers a wide range of material, 
and can be used as a study text in connection with 
church council meetings, special discussion meetings or 
for individual study or reading. Book contains ten chap- 
ters, each followed by a series of questions—P. M. K. 


A new pamphlet just off the press. ‘‘Social Security 
in America,” by Rey. E. E. Flack, Th.D., D.D., Dean 
of Hamma Divinity School, 11 pages, 5 cents per copy. 
Write for quantity prices. Published and distributed by 
the Board of Social Missions, 39 E. 35th Street, New 
York City. 

Dr. Flack is Chairman of the Department of Social 
Action of the Board of Social Missions and has pre- 
sented a very timely subject in a very interesting and 
enlightening manner. There are three sections deaiing 
with the subject. 1. “The Security of Early Life in 
America”; 2. “Factors Contributing to the Insecurity of 
Modern Life in America’; 3. “The Rise of Social Se- 
curity Legislation.” The pamphlet should prove interest- 
ing to our older young people—P. M. K. 


“A Program for Christian Service,’ by Rev. 
Franklin J. Schweiger, 32 pages, 5 cents per copy (write 
for quantity prices). Published and distributed by the 
Board of Social Missions (U. L. C. A.), 39 E. 35th St., 
New York City. 


This booklet was originally prepared for members of 
the Luther League, and was revised by the author, Rev. 
Franklin J. Schweiger, and edited by the Committee 
on Promotion of the Board of Social Missions, (U. L. 
C. A.). This is an excellent booklet for use in the work 
of our Luther Leagues in connection with the Life Sery- 
ice program of study and activity. It suggests many 
ways in which churchmen may express their Christian- 
ity in service to others. There are eight short chapters 
suggesting ways in which we may be useful in the con- 
gregation, the group, the community and institutions. 
Prayerfully studied and followed by individuals and 
groups, should prove a stimulus to greater activity in 
inner mission service.—P. M. K. 
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Recharging The Spirit 


The soul of the automobile is the battery. When 
the battery is dead, the engine cannot function and the 
car cannot go. There is only one thing to do with a 
depleted battery, and that is to have it recharged. For 
this operation, time is required. A common sign reads, 
“Batteries recharged. 8 hour Service.’ No one expects 
to have a battery that has run down, put back into first 
class condition fully charged, in a few minutes. In- 
stead, hours are necessary. 

The soul of man is the battery that keeps him go- 
ing. It has a habit of running down from constant usage. 
The drain upon its strength is tremendous. It needs re- 
charging frequently in order that all that depends upon 
it may function smoothly and efficiently. 


We have allowed our lives to be so crowded with 
busy work that our strength has been depleted until 
there is no marginal allowance for emergencies, and 
when the extra call comes, there is no response. Our 
strength, physical, mental, and spiritual, seems dead. We 
must put ourselves into the hands of the battery expert. 


A period of rest is necessary. Only away from the 
rush of the traffic of life can the new vigor come. There 
must be a contact with the great central Power of all 
life, that its magnetic current may flow into us. The 
contact is Prayer. And by communion with the Heaven- 
ly Father through the long hours of the vacation period, 
new faith, new hope, new courage, new trust, new vi- 
sion, new peace, new strength will come. And at last 
the spirit will be fully recharged and ready for the 
service required of it. 
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Our Limited Knowledge of God | 


Just after dawn one summer day I stood on the hill 
that rises above Lake Chautauqua and watched the sun 
struggling to make its way through the clouds. The lake 
was covered with a sea of golden mist. One was con- 
scious of light and glow and warmth and motion. But 
as the mists rose and fell, circled and returned, and 
curved themselves into fanciful and graceful shapes that 
were never twice the same, the sun still remained hid- 
den. One knew that it was there. One could see its 
glow; one could feel its warmth; one rejoiced in the 
beauty of its handiwork. But the sun itself remained 
unseen. 


So it is with the revelation of God. We say: If only 
I could see Him as He is! But there are good reasons 
why this direct vision is not granted us. One reason 
that is often given is that if we should see God as He 
really is, we could not bear the sight, even as our eyes 
cannot bear the sight of the sun. God is so great that 
unless He should restrain His power it would destroy 
us. He is so pure that if we should see ourselves as He 
sees us, we should be overwhelmed by the thought of 
our own sinfulness. His love is so amazing that even 
when Jesus tells of it, it seems too good to be true. 


—William Adams Brown in “Pathways 
To Certainty,’’ Charles Scribner’s Sons 
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Financia Reports 


First report for 1942, The reason for blank 
Spaces in the Dues Report is due to the fact that 
No statistics have as yet been received from these 


groups up to the present time. 


INDIA PROJECT REPORT 
January 30, 1942 


Virginia was the 10th State or Synodical 
Luther League to pay their 1941 Sustaining 


Membership quota in full. 


MARCH, 1942 


Due to the fact that statistics are not all in, 
the Sustaining Membership quotas could not be 
assigned in time for this report. A complete re- 
port will be made in the next issue. 


Final Contributions on 1941 Quotas for 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 

GEORGIA-ALABAMA 

Resurrection Luther League, Augusta 

Rev. J. M. Frick 
NEBRASKA 

Dorothy Gayton 

Marylin Douglas 

Wm. Reuter 

Ellis Mercer 

Ethel Kuhlman 

Rev. C. J. Naugle 

Don Hill 

Ivan Liljegren 

Dr. Leland H. Lesher 
MINNESOTA 

Richfield Luther League, Minneapolis 
10—CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA 

Casebeer Luther League, Johnstown 

Isabelle Hoover 

Lancaster District Luther League 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

Doris Allen 

Charles Gunn 

Gertrude Gllesberg 
11—VIRGINIA 

Julian Buncutter 

Marion Luther League, Marion 

Margaret Volker 

Holy Trinity Luther League, Kingsport 
CANADA 

Post-Convention Tour Committee 
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
FLORIDA 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 4 
A. G. Dasher 
Eva Peeler, by Mildred Gartelmann 
Resurrection Luther League, Augusta 
Rev. John M. Mangum 
ILLINOIS 
INDIANA 
IOWA 
KANSAS, total 1 
Eloise Glass 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 
MARYLAND, total 4 
Dr. and Mrs. M. Edwin Thomas 
Selma A. Trede 
Gladys A. Broeker 
MICHIGAN, total 1 
Edward Wiggert 
MIDWEST 
MINNESOTA 
MISSISSIPPI 
NEW JERSEY, total 3 
Anna J. Schaediger 
Mrs. William F. Schaediger 
William F. Schaediger 
NEW YORK, total 10 
Rev. E. Buller 
Mrs. Allen M. Laster 
Irene Schaefer 
Long Island District Luther League 
Rev. and Mrs. Chas. A. Davis 
Donald Bautz 
Mrs. Harold Chase 
Harold Chase 
Leanore Scheu 
NORTH CAROLINA, total 19 
Shiloh Luther League, Taylorsville 
Beth Eden Luther League, Newton 
St. John’s Luther League, Concord 


Thirty-one 


Mt. Hebron Luther League, Hildebran 
Carl Litaker 

Ernest Troutman 

Sarah Yoder 

Joe Moretz 

Rey. J. W. Cobb 
Howard Murphy 

Mabel Seagle 

Valeria Shives 

Rey. John L. Morgan 
Rev. Paul L. Miller 
Rey. J. J. Bickey 

Rev. Geo. A. Philips 
Rev. C. A. Misenheimer 
Rev. M. R. Farris 

Rev. P. D. Brown 


OHIO, total 7 
Rev. J. W. Frease 
Gloria Crooks 
Donald C. Gillhouse 
Herman Nieman 
Ruth Warrington 
Marjorie Miller 
Rey. A. L. Anderson 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Central Pennsylvania, total 29 
George Wethman 
Mrs. Christopher B. Young, Memorialized by 
Wm. H. Patrick, Jr. 
Miss F. Rebecca Patrick 
Miss Elizabeth Patrick 
Mrs. Wm. H. Patrick, Sr. 
Mrs. Samuel Doyle 
Sister Georgia Bushman 
Mrs. Edward C. Heid 
Edward C. Heid 
George Morton 
Mrs. Arthur Z. Smythe 
Mrs. Mary Heil Hammersla 
Isabelle Hoover 
Gertrude Chalfant 
Maynard Fuhrman 
James H. Stein, Jr. 
Ruth Heckaman 
Evelyn Emig 
George K. Keet, Jr. 
Mrs. W. C. Sawyer 
Franklin Jensen 
G. W. W. Geasey 
Rey. and Mrs. E. L. Hauser, by Senior Group, St. Andrew’s 
Luther League, Boswell 
Chas. Peberdy, Jr. 
Elmer Watson 
A. R. Knoos 
Mrs. A. R. Knoos 
Wine Hin Batricks, ajc 
Sister Helene Kuechler 


Ministerium, total 6 
Ruth Juram 
Harvey T. Acker 
Mae A. Ginther 
Rev. Harvey T. Sell, by St. John’s Luther League, Mickleys 
Anna Schlegel 
Rev. Wm. J. Ducker 


Pittsburgh, total 3 
Ruth E. Beyer 
Hazel Nannah 
William Warren 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 2 
Mrs. J. O. Kempson 
Rev. J. O. Kempson 


TEXAS 
VIRGINIA 

WEST VIRGINIA 
WISCONSIN 


MANITOBA, total 1 
Mrs. Martha L. Blackwell 
CANADA, total 4 
Dr. H. A. Sperling, Memorialized by St. Peter’s Luther League, 
Kitchener, Ontario 
St. Peter’s Luther League, Kitchener, Ontario 
Ralph Buschert 
Mrs. Ralph Buschert 


Thirty-two 


FIVE LENTEN SUNDAY NIGHTS 
Reginning February 22 


ACADEMY OF MUSIC 


(Broad and Locust) 
Then 


Palm Sunday Night 


CONVENTION HALL 
13,500 Seats °(34th below Spruce) 


Faster Sunrise Service 


TEMPLE UNIVERSITY STADIUM 
(Largest attendance 75,000 present and 20,000 
turned away) 
Should you visit Philadelphia come to our Services 


Sundays—9 A. M., 10 A. M., 11 A. M., 7:30 P. M. 
Thursdays—7:30 P. M. 


MESSIAH LUTHERAN “The Friendly Church’ 


Sixteenth and Jefferson Streets _ 
Dr. Ross Stover, Pastor Peter Dexnis, Assistant Pastor 
Ross Hidy, Director of Youth 


WHERE GOD MAY BE FOUND 


Max Mueller tells of a parable he learned from the 
lore of the east of how the gods, having stolen from 
man his divinity, met to discuss where they should hide 
it. One suggested that it be carried to the ends of the 
earth and buried, but it was pointed out that man was 
a great wanderer and that he might find the lost treasure. 


Another proposed that it be dropped into the depth 
of the sea, but the fear was expressed that man, with 
his insatiable curiosity, might find it even there. 


Finally, after much thought, the oldest and wisest of 
the gods said, “Hide it in man himself, that is the last 
place he will ever look for it,” and so it was agreed. 


Man did wander over the face of the earth, seeking 
in all places his lost divinity before he thought to look 
within himself. At last he found what he sought; found 
it in his own bosom. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 


GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send For Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. Baltimore, Md. 


“was graduated from Wittenberg College.” 


These simple, but five important words appearing in bi- 
ographies and obituaries the world over give the key to the 
character of those 

WHO in their youth at Wittenberg learned how to 

fashion their genius to the needs of the age . . . 

WHO at Wittenberg learned how to be strengthened 

in faith:imn God. . . 
WHO at Wittenberg found the way from selfishness, 
cynicism, ingratitude * 

Five simple words must be sustained in value. Five thou- 
sand alumni everywhere will agree that Wittenberg College, 
in undertaking a campaign for more than a million dollars, 
must be supported by generous contributions so that 

“was graduated from Wittenberg College” 
must ccntinue to mean more and more 

So, for students now at Wittenberg and for those to come, 
the million is now needed to realize a greater college on the 
historic and beloved campus in Springfield, Ohio. 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Happy home and social life in atmosphere of Southern culture 
a ———————————————————— 


68th Year 


MARION COLLEGE 


A lutheran College For Young Women 


Accredited Junior College and last two years of High 
School in famous “blue grass’ region of Virginia 


LIBERAL ARTS 
PRE-LIBRARY 
PRE-NURSING 
PRE-JOURNALISM 
PRE-SOCIAL WORK 


H. J. RHYNE, President 


MOTION PICTURES 


Good programs make good Luther Leagues. Motion pic- 
tures add interest, create enthusiasm, stimulate participation. 
Free Leadership Manual provided for each film gives material 
for a complete topic. Get our “Frank Opinion” of films you 
intend to use. Write for catalogue of over 100 subjects. 
Sample copy of ‘‘The Religious Projector,’’ the Magazine of 
Visval Aids to Religion, sent on request. 


LUTHERAN FILM SERVICE 


RICHMOND ILLINOIS 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. — : 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. : 

Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theolopy, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activit-es. 

Personal attention to the individual student. ; 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 


Very reasonable expenses 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


EDUCATION 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 
HOME ECONOMICS 
MUSIC 

SPEECH 


Catalogue and Viewbook 


An 


Inexpensive 
Gift 


enSTER BOOK Mllans 


SOLID COPPER—HAMMERED BY HAND 


Illustration shows book-clip to match and the method of attaching 
to book. Fine grade of silk cord is used for connecting the book- 
mark and clip. The book-mark is hammered by hand on edges and is 
made from solid copper, burnished and lacquered. 


a 


UES 


EACH BOOK-MARK IS MOUNTED IN A SPECIALLY 
DESIGNED EASTER FOLDER 


35 Cents Each or Three for $1.00 


Designs may be assorted 


BIBLE BOON Milan 
Cress Wile Sither \eacue Snblem 


ILLUSTRATED ee 


1G 


Illustration is 
Design No. 100 


With Luther 
League 
Emblem 
instead of 
THS Design 
No. 105 


THIS BOOK MARK 


is very nice to place in Easter Flowers 
for sick and shut-in folks. Name of 
Church can be written on reverse side. 


THIS BOOK MARK 


is very nice to give to each person at- 
tending your Easter Sunrise Service or 
some other special Easter service. 


A TIMELY EASTER GIFT A SPLENDID SOUVENIR 


Cash MUST Accompany 
Order 5 
(No less than 100 sold) 


Heavy, Special Finish 
Cardboard, with Luther 
League Emblem in 
Blue Ink. 


Sample Cheerfully Sent 
on Receipt of a 3 Cent 
Stamp for Postage. 


Illustration Shows Actual Size of the Book Mark 


The Luther Press 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


Trinity Lutheran Church 


COLUMBUS, OHIO 


For 75 cents additional (minimum charge) 
we will print your CHURCH OR YOUR 
LEAGUE’S NAME on reverse side, any 
quantity up to 200. Additional hundreds, 20 
cents per hundred, 


429-437 HERR STREET __ 
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


